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PROTESTS AS STRATEGIC GAMES:
EXPERIMENTAL EVIDENCE
FROM HONG KONG'S ANTIAUTHORITARIAN MOVEMENT*
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17. To what extent do you think Hong Fong should be an independent

nation?
0 = HK should pot be independent at all
5 = in between
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We aim to encourage protest participation without explicitly paying for turnout — directly pa

for turnout could potentially generate a set of compliers very different from the typical protes
participants we hope to sh.tdy."' To generate a strong first stage without paying directly for turnout,
we pay for behavior conditional on turnout: providing us with information that would help us
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estimate crowd sizes at the protest.’®
Specifically, within the online survey, individuals randomly selected to be in the treatment

group are presented with the following prompt:

Because many students attend the events of July 1, we are asking a subset of survey
participants to help us get a better estimate of the July 1 March attendance. ... We ¥ e
would like to ask you to participate in this scientific endeavor. This should take only 5 l
minutes of your time while you are at the March. ... Once you have uploaded all the
information, we will pay you additional HK$350 for your time and effort.
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10 = HK should definitely be independent :
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