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Bill and Melinda Gates to divorce, with trillions of wealth for division
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= The U.S. Microsoft
ﬁi co-founder Bill Gates
@ and his wife Melinda

announced on 3 May
they were ending their
27-year marriage, saying that the deci-
sion of divorce was made "after a great
deal of thought", but they would con-
tinue to jointly run their private chari-
table foundation in the future. The U.
S. media revealed that Melinda was
the party who filed for the divorce for
the reason that their marriage was "ir-

retrievably broken". The pair had been

separated for a certain period of time

without a prenuptial agreement, and
Melinda did not ask for any mainte-

nance payment. However, relevant doc-
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uments showed that they had signed a

separation contract regarding assets di-

vision, and a consensus had already

been reached as on how to split their
communal property estimated at US
$146 billion

trillion) .

(approximately HK $1.1

The divorce of the couple could be
said to have no indication beforehand.
They tweeted identical statements an-
nouncing their divorce, saying that "af-
ter a great deal of thought and a lot of
work on our relationship, we have
made the decision to end our mar-
riage.

Over the last 27 years, we have
raised three incredible children and
built a foundation that works all over
the world to enable all people to lead
healthy, productive lives." The state-
ment said they would continue their
work together at the Bill & Melinda
Gates Foundation, "but we no longer

believe we can grow together as a cou-

ple in the next phase of our lives."

The statement did not disclose the
exact reason for the divorce, nor any
details relating to the division of
wealth, but asked for space and priva-
cy for the pair and their family.

Gates, now 65, and Melinda, 56,
met in 1987 when Melinda first joined
Microsoft that year. They began to fall
in love and eventually got married in
1994 in Hawaii. There had been few
rumors of marital discord between the
pair over the years, instead, they often
displayed the image of a loving couple
in social media and interviews.

For instance, on Valentine's Day last
year, Gates posted a photo of traveling
with Melinda and praised his wife as
the "best companion" in his life; while
in a 2019 Netflix documentary series,
Gates said that he and Melinda were
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"truly equal partners", and the last
thing to do if he were about to die
must be "thanking Melinda".

However, Melinda said in 2019 to
mark their 25th anniversary that Gates
often worked 16-hour days and could
find it hard to make time for the fami-
ly, describing that there had been
some days that were so "incredibly
hard" in their marriage.

Gates,

Jennifer their

25-year-old
daughter, said the family had been go-
ing through "a challenging stretch of
time" after this shocking divorce an-
nouncement. "I'm still learning how to
best support my own process and emo-
tions as well as my family members,"
she posted a limited-time update on In-
stagram.

Bill and Melinda Gates were origi-

nally one of the richest couples in the
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world. As per Forbes, Gates was esti-
mated to be worth over US $130 bil-
lion (approximately HK $1 trillion) ,
while his fortune was even estimated at
US$146 billion according to the Bloom-
berg News. Accordingly, the division of
the pair’s wealth and future operation
of the Bill & Melinda Gates Founda-
tion had attracted much attention from
all walks of life. The foundation issued
a statement stating that the couple
would remain co-chairs and trustees of
the foundation, and would work jointly
to shape and approve its strategies and
overall direction. Yet, Rob Reich, a
professor of political science at Stan-
ford University, said that given the na-
ture as a private family foundation, the
divorce would definitely have a major
impact on the running of the founda-

tion.
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