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"On Saturday, the Chinese year of the pig will end
and millions of people around the world will wel-
come the year of the rat, including New Yorkers.

The 21" annual Chinese New Year Parade will
kick off on February 9 at 1 p.m. ET and the celebra-
tion will continue until 4:30 p.m. ET. The Lunar
New Year celebration begins at Mott..."
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"About 500,000 people attend New York's Chinese
New Year parade each year to enjoy dragons, floats,
and seas of red and gold. The New York City Parks
Department advises an early arrival for a great spot

to view the amazing spectacles and performances.
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The parade also boasts a variety of food and vendors
that can be enjoyed by spectators of all ages."

SERCAE LIRS AR B IR Dl R E
PUSETEANAE T M w5 - SLIEIRE TR o RS
SRRt — 2B (0 A Erah e AP H A9 7E AR
A5 —E M E AU 4w B > BT
dragon /2 FEHE > %& XL [a variety of food and
vendors] B UE 7930 [fair installs] - AEH At
IR ATEAAE - EEERER > T ARERERE
R AP R 2 T B a5 o AE— R3S > A
ARG BT RS > MR RIR 2R AR
A FHY o

PP AMER A » PO R SRR iy > 23T
FERE R AR KPR 1E L4 BRI
A B I A 27 LTI

"Thousand of people will gather in the capital to
enjoy music, traditional cuisine and performances to-
morrow. ... A thanksgiving procession will begin at
Ilam in Trafalgar Square, followed by firecrackers,
speeches and a Lion's Eye-Dotting Ceremony, where
someone dressed in a lion costume will be given
paint-dotted eyes."
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Earth Hour

Earth Hour is an annual event which asks people to
switch off all lights and use no electricity for an hour.
The aim is to get people thinking about the planet they
live on and the energy they use.

What is Earth Hour?

Earth Hour is an annual global campaign that encourages pcople
and businesses around the world to switch off electricity at the same
time for one hour. Earth Hour started in Australia in 2007 when 2.2
million people in the city of Sydney turned off all non-essential lights
for an hour. Since then it has grown to a massive global event. Ev-
ery year landmarks and well-known buildings around the world take
part and 'go dark' for Earth Hour. The campaign even went into
space when astronauts reduced power on the International Space
Station in 2011.

Who organises Earth Hour?

Earth Hour is organised by the World Wide Fund for Nature
(WWT). It was started by Andy Ridley, who is executive director of
Earth Hour Global, WWF. He came up with the idea of Earth
Hour because he wanted to raise awareness of environmental issues
by asking people to do something positive to help the planet. Switch-

ing off the lights for an hour can make a small difference to the
amount of energy we use but Earth Hour is also a symbolic event to
make people think about the problems of climate change.

Why March?

The end of March is around the time of the spring and autumn
equinoxes in the northern and southern hemispheres respectively, so
sunset times in both hemispheres are at similar times. This means
that a global 'lights out' event has most visual impact at this time of
year.

Activity 1 — Vocabulary

Match the vocabulary with the correct definition and write a — g next to the numbers 1 - 7.

.. to switch off

.. to take part

.. to come up with

.. to raisc awareness

.. sunset

.. a landmark
7:++000..an equinox

To find more English language activities visit www,britishcouncil.org/learnenglishteens

a. to participate
b. to turn off
c. when day and night are the same length
d. to inform people
e. a very well-known building or place
f. when the sun disappears
g. to invent
9,9 ¢ Y g e g il slamsuy
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