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The Republic of Korea confirms comfort women's win and orders Japan to pay $710,000 each
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to pay compensation of 100 million
won  (approximately HK $710,000)
per head to the Republic of Korean

Republic of Korea or-
dered the Japanese gov-

ernment on 8 January

"comfort women" victims. This was
the first time a the Republic of Korean
court had ruled that the Japanese gov-
ernment needed to compensate the vic-

tims of comfort women, and it was af-

ter the legal case of forced conscription

of the Republic of Korean labor a few
years ago that the court had once
again requested compensation from Ja-
pan for its crimes committed during its
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colonial rule for the Korean Peninsula

and World War II. Japan summoned
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the Republic of Korean Ambassador
and lodged a strong protest over the
judgement. The Prime Minister Yoshi-
hide Suga said that Japan would never
accept the ruling, putting much pres-
sure on the Japan-the Republic of Ko-
rea diplomatic relationship.

Japan illegally invaded and took
over the Republic of Korea as a colo-
ny from 1910 to 1945, with the com-
fort women being forced into wartime
sexual slavery. According to the Repub-
lic of Korean official statistics as at Au-
gust 2020, only 16 registered Korean
victims were still alive. Yet, 7 of the 12
plaintiffs had already died since the
lawsuit heard by the Seoul court on 8
January was filed as early as 2013.

The group of 12 former comfort

women victims, including the late lead-

er Bae Chun-hee, submitted a petition
for mediation to the Seoul court previ-
ously demanding compensation from
the Japanese government, but Japan re-
fused to receive the complaints based
on "sovereign immunity" — a principle
of international law that prevented one
country from being subject to the juris-
diction of another. The case was re-
ferred to the court in 2016 and then
set for a ruling in April last year.

The court said in a verdict that vari-
ous evidence, materials and testimonies
had shown that the Japanese govern-
ment had committed illegal acts such
that the plaintiffs were forced to suffer
from "unimaginable mental and physi-
cal pain" without compensation, thus
the claim of the victims was accepted.
The verdict further said that the Japa-

nese government had involved in "an-
ti-humanity crimes" that were "system-
atically, deliberately and extensively
committed" during its colonial rule,
which seriously violated international
norms and hence the principle of ex-
emption from sovereignty would not
be applicable to the ruling of this case.
Yoshihide Suga responded on the
same day that the verdict of the Seoul
court was unacceptable. While Katsu-
nobu Kato, Chief Cabinet Secretary,
said the court should not entertain the
lawsuit filed by the victims of the com-
fort women in accordance with the
principle of exemption from sovereign-
ty, and called the ruling unreasonable
and disappointing regardless of wheth-
er it was made on grounds of interna-

tional law or common sense.

Katsunobu Kato added that both
countries had signed the "Agreement
Between Japan and the Republic of
Korea Concerning the Settlement of
Problems in Regard to Property and
Claims and Economic Cooperation” in
1965 to resolve various issues including
the compensation for comfort women.
Both sides had also signed the "the Re-
public of Korea-Japan Comfort Wom-
en Agreement" in December 2015, in
which Japan provided 1 billion yen

(approximately HK $75 million) to
establish the "Reconciliation and Heal-
ing Foundation" based in the Republic
of Korea, but it was eventually dis-
solved in 2018 just because the the Re-
public of Korean President Moon
Jae-in nullified the deal immediately af-
ter taking office in 2017.
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