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U.S. curbs ferocious debates by cutting off mics and penalizing interruptions
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== PRESIDENTIAL DEBATE ==
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The first U.S. presiden-
tial debate on 29" Septem-
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rounds of debates were about to begin,

ber had deteriorated into

pure chaos without any

order. Since the next two

the Commission on Presidential Debates
issued a statement saying that it was con-
sidering format changes such that the re-

maining debates could be delivered in an

orderly but not chaotic manner.

The Commission began to organize
the first televised presidential debate in
1988. It said in the statement that the

SRR

first presidential debate made clear that
additional structure should be added to

the format of the remaining debates to

ensure a more orderly discussion, and the
new set of rules would be announced
shortly after careful deliberations. The
Commission also thanked the host Chris
Wallace the
brought to the first debate.

for professionalism  he

A source close to the Commission said
that it was considering setting time limit
for candidates to avoid dominating the
speech, and authorizing the host with the
ability to cut off a candidate's micro-
phone such that the speech of the oppo-
nent would not be frequently interrupted.
Also, a punishment mechanism might be
set up with a timed penalty for candi-
dates who failed to abide by the rules.
Among the acts, it was said that the Com-

mission attached the greatest importance
to the issue of "overlapping" of voices,
and candidates' opportunities to speak by
microphone would be handled with prior-
ity.

According to the market research com-
pany Nielsen, about 73.1 million people
watched Tuesday night's presidential de-
bate on TV, a decrease of 13% of viewer-
ship from 84 million viewers for the first
presidential debate of the 2016 election
cycle; while nearly 18 million people
watched the debate through Fox News.

Wallace was interrupted 90 times by
the two candidates in the first debate. In
an interview with The New York Times,
Wallace admitted that he felt sad failing

to seize control of the debate and he was
not well prepared for those expected cir-
cumstances. Wallace did not want the de-
bate to be repeatedly interrupted, or that
some candidates refused to answer ques-
tions, but he added that even if Trump's
microphone was turned off, he could still
interrupt and derail the debate by increas-
ing the volume of his voice given the
close distance with his opponent.

The Joe Biden's
carlier the first debate as "a shame of the

campaign criticized

country”, calling for an adjustment of
rules by the Commission to help ensure a
smooth running of the remaining de-
bates.

On the other hand, the Trump's cam-
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paign questioned Wallace's preference for
Biden on the night of the debate and de-
scribed the chaotic scenes as a "free ex-
change of ideas", criticizing the Commis-
sion's addition of new rules as "changing
the rules in the middle of the game,"
which only reflected someone's failure in
the first round of the debate. Yet, both
teams said that the two candidates would
continue to participate in the subsequent
debates.

It was said that the Commission would
not discuss with the election campaign
staff members of both candidates when
formulating new regulations for the de-
bate, rather, it would directly announce

the details until the outcome was ready.
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