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Boost ability to fight Covid-19 and encourage economic recovery
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Secretary for Food and
Health Chan

Siu-chee held a press confer-

troduce the government's latest pandemic

Sophia
ence on 18 September to in-

prevention and control strategies in deal-
ing with the Covid-19 pandemic. Accord-
ing to Chan, a fourth wave epidemic that
is more severe than the third may occur
in the coming winter. As the pandemic
mitigates, the SAR government must take
this window of opportunity and act swift-
ly. On the one hand, strict measures
must be put in place to prevent imported
cases, and procurement of vaccines must
also be stepped up to boost anti-epidemic

capabilities. On the other hand, the
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health code system should be implement-
ed once the pandemic stabilises, and
"travel bubbles" with those regions that
have also brought the pandemic under
control should be established. With new

vigour being injected into the economy

and the fight against Covid-19 also prop-

erly attended to, Hong Kong could ride
out the storm sooner.

Although there were only three new
confirmed cases of Covid-19 in Hong
Kong on 18 September, with local cases
of unknown origin once again returning
to zero, it is still too early to say that the
pandemic in Hong Kong has been
brought under control. As Covid-19 is
still raging in many parts of the world,
the government has emphasised that it
will draw experience from the third wave
of the epidemic, and will not drastically
relax social distancing restrictions as it
did in June.

According to experts, the third wave of
the epidemic that broke out in early July
originated from imported cases, and even-
tually spread rapidly because social dis-
tancing measures were relaxed too soon.
Now that the pandemic situation is start-
ing to improve, the government must re-
main vigilant against imported cases and

continue to enforce social distancing. Cur-

rently, the majority of people who enter
and exit Hong Kong are local residents.
Most of them are only required to quar-
antine at home when they come back
from abroad. Even though home quaran-
tine is compulsory, some irresponsible
people would break the rules and poten-
tially threaten the community. Up until
early September, 41 had already been
convicted by court for breaching compul-
sory quarantine order. As thousands of
people cross the boundary every day, a
handful of irresponsible people could trig-
ger community outbreaks at any time.
Centralised quarantine has been the
main prevention and control measure in
both mainland China and Macau. The
government should learn from the suc-
cess of others and strengthen quarantine
measures on inbound travellers. Accord-
ing to Chief Executive Carrie Lam
Cheng Yuet-ngor, the new quarantine fa-
cilities at Penny's Bay could be put in use

in mid-September, while another hotel
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building is also going to be turned into a
quarantine centre. As there are now suffi-
cient quarantine facilities in Hong Kong,
the should

tralised quarantine measures on inbound

government enforce cen-
travellers, especially those who come
from high-risk countries and regions such
as India, the US and Brazil.

After launching the universal communi-
ty testing programme, Hong Kong has ac-
cumulated  valuable experience and
stepped up its capabilities to be able to
conduct tens of thousands of tests in a sin-
gle day. The government should promote
regular testing for high-risk groups and
trace those who are identified to have
close contact with Covid-19 patients.
Once a small-scale outbreak occurs, mass
testing must be conducted swiftly in
high-risk groups and locations so as to
nip it in the bud.

Also, a number of vaccines that are un-

der the

should be available in the coming month

development — around world

Jomsuy

or two. To control the pandemic, the gov-
ernment must secure those vaccines with
utmost speed through varied channels, es-
pecially mainland China.

As the Covid-19 pandemic ravages the
local economy, sectors like tourism, hospi-
tality, aviation and retail are left strug-
gling for survival. Even though the gov-
ernment has already decided to reopen
pubs, karaoke lounges and theme parks,
and that dine-in services are also extend-
ed to midnight, a balance must be struck
between the economy and pandemic con-
trol.

To that end, the government should ex-
pedite the resumption of traffic between
Guangdong, Macau and Hong Kong
with the implementation of the health
code system. "Tourism bubbles" should
also be established with neighbouring re-
gions that have contained the Covid-19
pandemic. The gradual resumption of
connection with the outside world should

bring vitality to the Hong Kong economy.
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