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Money

Are you good with money? Read the text to find out
about British teenagers and their cash!

What do you do with money? Do you spend it or save it? Do you
get pocket money from your parents or do you work to earn money?

Pocket money

Most teenagers in Britain receive pocket money from their parents.
They might have to do chores to get their pocket money, helping at
home with tasks like cleaning, cooking, washing up, and ironing.

Part-time work

A part-time job is an option for teenagers who don't have pocket
money or who want to carn extra money. About 15 per cent of
teenagers have a job. Only children over 13 can work. Popular part-
tme jobs for teens include babysitting, delivering newspapers, shop
work and restaurant work.

Children in Britain can work a maximum of two hours a day on a
school day but not during school hours. At weekends and during
school holidays, they can work longer hours.

Banks
Some children and teenagers have a bank account. There is no le-
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gal age limit at which you can open a bank account, but a bank
manager can decide whether to allow a child or young person to
open an account. Parents can put pocket money directly into their
child's bank account. Most banks have a prepaid bank card de-
signed for young people.

So, many teenagers are getting experience of working part-time,
dealing with banks and deciding whether to save or spend their
money. These are all steps towards becoming a fi nancially indepen-
dent adult and earning and looking after your own money.

Activity 1 — True or false

Are the sentences true or false?

1. About 15 per cent of British teenagers work to earn money.
2. Young people sometimes look after children to earn money.

True  False
True  False

3. Some parents pay money directly into their child's bank account. True  False

4. Most banks have a special bank card for young people.

To find more English language activities visit www. britishcouncil org/flearnenglishteens

True  False
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Now that he has been back to school, he is as

busy as a bee.
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My boss is a busy bee. He has several projects
at hand and certainly won't have time for parties.
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His mother is such a real busy bee that she
never seems to rest. Her schedule is always full of
activities.
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Many people will make a beeline for the theme
park when it is reopened.
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The fans made a beeline for the pop star as he
arrived at the venue. It was rather chaotic.
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You should go and see the show. I think it is
the bee's knees.
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Perhaps she considers herself the bee's knees
and so seldom listens to others.
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According to research results, this particular
brand is the bee's knees.
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The lunch bell rings and all the students make
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