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Trump "snapped up" ambassador's home for art collections after humiliating soldiers
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An explosive report re-
vealed that the U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump in-
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France the year before, and further de-

sulted dead soldiers pri-

vately during his visit to

tails had been disclosed recently. The re-
port said that after Trump canceled a
planned journey to the World War I mili-
tary cemetery, he paid a visit to the U.S.

RO

ambassador's residence in Paris and final-
ly took a number of artworks back to the
White House. The Washington officials
were alleged to be greatly surprised, gen-
erating heated debates by emails on

whether the move was legal.

Trump canceled the trip to the ceme-
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tery for American dead soldiers for the of art from the house.
reason of poor weather the year before, The three artworks taken by Trump in-
but it was later discovered that he was on- cluded a Benjamin Franklin portrait
ly using the weather as an excuse for can- painted by the French painter Jo-
celling the official visit and even called seph Duplessis in around 1785, a bust of
the dead soldiers as "losers". Franklin and a set of figurines of Greek
The Bloomberg News quoted sources mythical characters. Franklin was the
saying that Trump stayed as a guest at founding father of the U.S., as well as
the residence of the U.S. ambassador to the first U.S. ambassador to France, such
Paris — the Hotel de Pontalba located in  that the ambassador's home had many
the city centre. French art collections related to this
After the cancellation of the trip, he high-profile figure.
made use of the 6 hours of free time to According to the sources, McCourt
visit the residence and told the Ambassa- and other officials were very surprised
dor Jamie McCourt the next day when when they learned that Trump wanted to
he was about to leave that he would like take away the artworks, but they had not

to bring back to Washington three works expressed any objection. Trump later
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joked that the ambassador would get
back the collections in six years, the time
when his potential second term expired.

Trump's removal of the artworks had
triggered fierce debates over emails be-
tween officials of the State Department
and White House on whether the move
was legal.

The State Department lawyers ulti-
mately ruled that it was, because the art-
works were U.S. government property.
The three pieces of art were eventually
loaded onto "Air Force One" for the re-
turn trip to the White House.

However, after identification by the
White House personnel, it was found that
the three works of art Trump brought
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back from Paris were just replicas with
an estimated total of US $750,000 (ap-
proximately HK $5.81 million) . It was
reported that after knowing that the
Franklin bust was just a replica, Trump
joked that he liked the fake version better
than the original. While the original
Franklin portrait completed in 1785 was
actually held by the National Portrait Gal-
lery in close proximity to the White
House.

Judd Deere, a White House spokes-
man, defended Trump's actions claiming
that he brought back "beautiful, historical
pieces which belong to the American peo-
ple" to be displayed in the "People's
House", i.e. the White House.
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