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Schoolchildren in the UK are learning computer cod—
ing. What do they think about it? And are teachers
ready for the coding revolution?

Year of Code

2014 marked the 25th anniversary of the internet. It was also the
Year of Code, and from 2014 the UK school curriculum across all
state primary and secondary schools included computer coding. That
means schoolchildren aged 5 - 16 can learn code, the language (or
languages) used to give instructions to computers. The British govern-
ment wants to give children the computer skills they may need for
the future.

Geek or enthusiast?

LearnEnglish Teens

Volunteer groups

Amy Mathers fi rst tried coding at a science festival when she was ~ School isn't the only place where you can learn coding. There are
11. She was recently named the "European Digital Girl of the Year"  groups of volunteers around Britain and the whole world who help
and now she teaches older pupils how to code. She also gives speech-  young people learn these skills. Steven Flower is part of the CoderDo-
es at events to encourage young people to try coding. She challenges ~ jo organisation which runs free coding clubs for people aged 5 - 17.
people to look up the word 'geek’ in the dictionary and fi nd out that ~ All the children need to bring is a parent, a laptop and the desire to
it describes someone who's an enthusiast. Amy says that she isn't sur-  learn how to code. There are plenty of girls who come to the group,

prised that coding is getting more and more popular.

Steven says, although the majority tend to be boys.
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fRYE A AEIGSE > A E it i i
Eﬁmi °

We don't trust her judgement. She doesn't
seem to have a good head over her shoulders.
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ders. He will be able to make the best decision
for the school.
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Activity 1 — True or false

Are the sentences true or false?

1. The internet was 25 years old in 2014.

2. The British government wants schools to teach a new subject.
3. Amy Mathers learned how to code when she was a teenager.
4. Amy teaches children how to code at lunchtime.

5. Steven Flower's coding club is expensive.

6. There are more boys than girls at Steven Flower's coding club.
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