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UNSC turns down U.S. "script" and refuses to restore sanctions against Iran
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Security Council

Djani, said that the Council

also opposed the move, callin

years ago.
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The U.S. recently failed in
its bid to extend arms embar-

go against Iran in the U.N.

and subsequently requested the launch of
the mechanism of "snapback'
the Iran nuclear deal to restore sanctions
on Iran. However, its move was ultimate-
ly rejected by the U.N. The rotating
chairman of the UNSC, Dian Triansyah

take further action on the request of the

U.S., and many members of the Council

sonable as the U.S. had already with-
drawn from the Iran nuclear deal two

The U.N. arms embargo against Iran

was set to expire on 18 October, and

most council members did not support
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g it unrea- Iran nuclear deal in 2018.
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an extension. The U.S. Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo requested to invoke the
"snapback"” mechanism of the Iran nucle-
ar deal before, citing significant Iranian
violations of the deal and thus demand-
ing for all international sanctions on Iran
to be restored. However, among the 15
member states of the Council, except for
the Dominican Republic, all the others
wrote to the UNSC president, calling the
U.S. move illegal for the reason that the
U.S. President Donald Trump had al-
ready announced its withdrawal from the

the rotating
chairman of the UNSC and Indonesia's
ambassador, said that after consulting
and receiving letters from multiple mem-
ber states, he realized that only one coun-

try was in support of the sanctions

man would not take further action.

thereby resuming sanctions on Iran 30

days after the notification.

ally backfire.
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against Iran and most of the others op-
posed the move. As no consensus was
reached in the UNSC, he as the chair-

According to the original plan of the U.
S., after Pompeo notified the UNSC of
the U.S. initiative to trigger the "snap-
back' to restore sanctions against Iran,
other Council members would introduce
a resolution to reject the proposal, such
that the Washington, D.C. would be able
to make use of the veto power of perma-

nent members to veto this resolution,

However,
since Djani blocked the proposal even be-
fore a resolution was introduced, mean-

ing that the plan of the U.S. would actu-

The U.S. ambassador to the U.N. Kel-
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tional weapons and the Trump adminis-

of terrorists".

UN.,

nent representative to the

ly Craft said that the country would nev-
er allow the world's largest state sponsor

of terrorism to freely buy and sell conven-

tration had no fear of being isolated. She
expressed regret that other UNSC mem-
ber states "have lost their way and now

find themselves standing in the company

The Foreign Minister of Iran, Moham-
mad Javad Zarif, wrote on Twitter that
"Pompeo's lawless bullying leaves U.S. iso-
lated again". Zhang Jun, China's perma-
ex-
pressed China's opposition to the snap-
back as the U.S. was no longer a partici-
pant of the Iran nuclear deal and there-
fore such demand was deemed ineligible
and unreasonable. He added that China

would work with relevant parties to con-

Jomsuy

tinue to seck a political solution to the
Iranian nuclear issue. Russia called the
UNSC  president's decision "a prudent
step", saying that the entire Council
would agree with the paramount need to
preserve the Iran nuclear deal.

As the permanent representative of the
African country Niger would take over
the UNSC presidency next month (Sep-
taembe), the diplomatic community ex-
pected that the U.S. might put pressure
on Niger in order to invoke the snapback
mechanism. Yet, since Niger was not a
member state of the Iran nuclear deal
and the country had issued an open let-
ter earlier with South Africa, Tunisia and
other countries calling the U.S. "ineligi-
ble" to trigger the snapback, meaning

that the U.S. sanctions plan would con-

tinue to fail.
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