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—" Kosovo "President’ charged with war crimes amidst U.S.-EU power struggle

TXHKBaESE (XEH) 6 A26

£ .
@ FHZR IR (Kosovo) R BE A
(Hashim Thaci) #% f_L T
(Netherlands) # %" (The Hague) HIFIZRIKEL
K4y B (Kosovo Specialist Chambers) 1825 F
(prosecutor) FEH > A 1998 % 1999 FFHIFHERIK
BiF (Kosovo War) HAL N 10 HH R AEITE - B
?*3!5& MEALIR o JMHTARAS S J8 SR L AL -
BRI K FEHERECH (Furopean Union) Fr&F}
RIRFHFHEREM A ) > #IF (Washington, D.

TE € ST SR AT > Sl b AR I RO B S 8 Y S AT
EE RS o

BEDEMEEIHAZE (Special Prosecutor's
Office) FJA4 H E M EHERE AT TEAR 104 [F
RIKEHCE ] AreEmh 2 HBAREFF  (ndictment) >
HEERFH (6H24H) ARAMIHE -

EBUHE > OB RIFH AR » R EMEE
L BEA - BERIRET (B g®E ] ZEA

(Kadri Veseli) %A BEEBLIRIKEBR (Koso-
vo Serbs) ~ PTHTELJE Rk M AR AR (Roma) 1)
100 SRR RIS S AT > 48 RN LR

15 9% [ /i BE 7R B K (U.S. Ambassador to
Germany) ~ BUTZEATAE AL SORHR IR AT 3R H 4
f#i (U.S. Special Presidential Envoy for Kosovo
and Serbia) & N (Richard Grenell) 7% 5H
o BEAIEUE JRANAE B B B A AT AR o &
REEE R RI RIS SRR - SR —
) FE WA B R IR LA T > FLRR I 5E
TTAGE R R PR BT 0 2 8 S e b I B AR LR R - 48
5 R AR ZE Fe b 88 3SR ZE WA o

AR — BRI - 18 O s Al
ERHLE S (Balkan countries) 54K » 2L

) RSB A AT (S
2 %

House

erbia) FB%EE
£ A H  (White
A [ e )y R Ty e b L

(Aleksandar Vucic)
) BATAIGK -

F E AR ik - (IS 7 R RIS o BE R

ORI C LBV BH A R 21T
& R TR RFR IR K

DRI
JEEN I R B > T

JETE 2015 AFARIRRFRIRIEAE ~ TERCE SR P Ao

MILBE - SN ZE A&

(European Commis-

sion) 2011 % #ER A - 5 B 77 15 RS H Y
[FHRIRMECE | (Kosovo Liberation Army)

TE 1998 % 1999 AU BL R IR B BT b > Wi
EFEMAET T R P AT E S (Albania) I

FL - B AR A

SCRROL R RE > WA

JAAESEGRT o

PR IEA TR R T BRI B AR A A A
WEE R - SUCHRERAT AT - RE A

B B 2 U B R AN BE T A »

NFHEARAE R ZEE - i (

LIARRRARZ E -

ERFRIK B K EIR R £ % (Democratic
Party of Kosovo) L) & FEF| 45 588 38 » 48
EIEFIEL » HERE AT o

PEABA T R BUA B -

e R A RF OB TE B R MR ET RO > & AL FIRIREEMEE—MARA
HEE A (coincidence) 5 MFIFFHEHAL T EE  region) - A 2008 4F ¥ 7 I E A [ 57 |
FIRATHRZERM PRI E RN » TEAHETEZ  pendence) - {HA# A 3E B 5 —

RS IRR S o

(rule of law)

Wi 2E > SERR S BUR R A AR > HU

BT A I A
RSB

(Avdullah Hot)

BA% > T AT R S B RN E A
TR JRUE AU R AR IR (AR
» M IR 27 S B A 3 B
T o MEE MRS > B A AR R
BRI A S AR > SEBITRE o KA
T HE H AR R R ACRE (delegation) € 75 11 1K

#7374 77 18 R
i o APIERTAERS DL 3 R A B RE AT

(autonomous

(inde-

RO

23

= Kosovo's  "President”
EE Hashim Thaci was ac-
6 cused by prosecutors at
the  Kosovo  Specialist

Chambers in The Hague, the Nether-
lands, for his 10 crimes against humani-
ty, war crimes and murders committed
during the Kosovo War from 1998 to
1999. It was believed that the prosecu-
tion might arise from the power struggle
between the U.S. and European Union
(EU) for a say in the Kosovo's affairs.
The  Washington, D.C.

planned to engage both Thaci and the

originally

Serbian President Aleksandar Vucic in
peace talks at the White House in an at-
tempt to take forward a highly controver-
sial agreement on territorial exchanges,
which was opposed by the EU. Yet, the
charges targeting Thaci had interrupted
his trip to the U.S. and the subsequent
talks.

The Kosovo Specialist Chambers is
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not an international court, but a court es-
tablished in 2015 under Kosovo law with
support from the EU. The European
Commission issued a report in 2011 say-
ing that the "Kosovo Liberation Army"
once led by Thaci was suspected of kill-
ing Serbian civilians and Albanian politi-
cal opponents in the Kosovo War from
1998 to 1999, and a specialist chamber,
with experts from Europe and the U.S.
serving as judges and prosecutors, was
consequently formed for hearing cases re-
lated to the conflicts.

The Special Prosecutor's Office had
filed an indictment against 10 former
leaders of the "Kosovo Liberation Army"
including Thaci in April, but delayed in
releasing the details until recent days.
The statement said that the special inter-
national prosecutor, after a lengthy inves-
tigation, believed that Thaci, Kosovo's
Kadri

Veseli and others should be criminally re-

former "Parliamentary Speaker”
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1. Covid-19: n.: An acute respiratory illness

in humans caused by a coronavirus, which is
capable of producing severe symptoms and
death, esp. in the elderly and...

2. Social distancing, n.: The action of prac-
tice of maintaining a specified physical dis-
tance from other people, or of limiting access
to and contact between people
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sponsible for nearly 100 murders target-
ing Kosovo Serbs, Albanians and Roma,
involving criminals such as torture and
persecution.

Normally, the charges needed to be
confirmed and approved by pre-trial
judge before announcement, but the pros-
ecutor explained that the details were re-
leased in advance due to Thaci and Vese-
li's repeated attempts to obstruct and un-
dermine the work of the Kosovo Special-
ist Chambers, criticizing them for putting
their personal interests ahead of the vic-
tims of their crimes, the rule of law, and
all people of Kosovo.

Veseli, former leader of the opposi-
tion Democratic Party of Kosovo, dis-
missed the charges and accused prosecu-
tors of playing politics. He said the indict-
ment was made a few days before the
which

raised suspicions that this was only coinci-

meeting at the White House,

dence; meanwhile, he claimed that it was
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the Serbs but not Albanians who commit-
ted the war crimes, describing the charg-
es as rewriting history.

As coordinated by Richard Grenell,
former U.S. Ambassador to Germany
and current U.S. Special Presidential En-
voy for Kosovo and Serbia, Thaci was
originally scheduled to have peace talks
with Vucic at the White House on Satur-
day, with the focal point being the issue
of border adjustment in Kosovo. The U.
S. had been pushing forward the ex-
change of territory between Serbia and
Kosovo in recent months, advocating the
idea of swapping an Albanian region in
southern Serbia for mostly ethnic Serb
populated parts of northern Kosovo.

However, the EU had long been op-
posing this arrangement for fear that
some other Balkan countries would fol-
low suit, hence resulting in a new round
of conflicts. The previous U.S. govern-

ments had never showed sign of support,
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but the current President Trump's admin-
istration made a sudden change unex-
pectedly.

Following the announcement made by
the Special Prosecutors Office about the
charges, Thaci's office immediately an-
nounced the cancellation of his trip to
the U.S., and the
Avdullah Hoti, originally scheduled to re-

"Prime  Minister"

place Thaci, said that he would not de-
part for Washington, D.C. as well. Gren-
ell respected Thaci's decision to re-en-
gage in peace negotiations only after the
legal issues were properly handled, while
the Serbian side had yet to indicate
whether the delegation would attend the
meeting as scheduled.

Kosovo, an autonomous region of Ser-
bia, declared unilaterally its "indepen-
dence" in 2008, which was, however, rec-
ognized by only a few western countries
U.S. but not Serbia and

some EU member states.

such as the
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