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US denies potential human rights violations charged by UN
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The United Nations Hu-
" man Rights Council con-
vened an emergency meeting
at the request of several Affri-
can member states recently to urgently
debate the issue of racism. 54 African
countries collectively filed a motion urg-
ing the United Nations to set up an inter-
national commission of inquiry to investi-
gate systemic racism and police brutality
in the U.S. and other places. This issue
got on the nerves of the U.S., with offi-
cials of the U.S. Department of State
strongly opposing the resolution and de-
scribing it as absurd.

The international commission of inqui-
ry is the highest-level investigation of the
United Nations, and is only established in
the face of the most serious international
incidents, with examples in recent years

being the Syrian civil war, Yemeni civil

war and Rohingya crisis in Myanmar etc.
It was the fifth emergency meeting since
the council was founded in 2006.

The resolution was initiated by Burki-
na Faso on behalf of 54 countries in Afti-
ca. The draft circulated before the meet-
ing pointed out that there had been
peaceful demonstrations in the U.S. and
other places worldwide to fight for the
rights and interests of African people,
which were unfortunately suppressed by
the police.

As such, an independent international
committee was required to investigate
and examine the deaths of the African
Americans in the U.S. and other places,
and to see if violation of international hu-
man rights regulations was involved, as
well as to figure out the causes of system-
ic racism. If the resolution is passed, the

council is expected to submit a report in

about a year's time.

More than 600 groups, such as the
(AC-
LU) , jointly submitted a request to the
United Nations Human Rights Council

American Civil Liberties Union

for investigating the storm of racial dis-
crimination, describing that this was the
most opportune moment to do so. Gene-
va director of Human Rights Watch John
Fisher called this a moment of reckoning
for the U.S.,

cesses in respect of racial discrimination

saying that if national pro-

and police violence consistently failed, "in-
ternational processes are needed". E. Ten-
dayi Achiume, a law professor of African
descent at the University of California,
Los Angeles, said that the council would
need to take action, as racism in the U.S.
was "a human rights crisis of existential
proportions".

Since the U.S. announced its withdraw-

al from the United Nations Human
Rights Council in 2018, it would not get
a vote on the matter. A senior official of
the U.S. Department of State pointed out
that the four police officers involved over
the death of the black man George Floyd
had been charged by the government,
and the interrogation process was also
broadcasted live on TV, believing that
the investigation carried out was deemed
sufficiently  transparent. He criticized
some countries for adopting multiple stan-
dards, saying that the U.S. would decide
whether to cooperate with the internation-
al commission of inquiry only after care-
ful review.

A senior US diplomat voiced out that
the country had a good track record of
press freedom over the vyears, allowing
the world to see its problems and openly

engage on its efforts at finding solutions,
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and those who violated human rights
would be tried in independent courts. "It
is countries that hide the truth, and don't
have democratic accountability," said the
diplomat. The Agence France-Presse also
cited from officials of a number of West-
ern countries saying that the resolution
was "being pushed through to advance a
political agenda."

Andrew Bremberg, U.S.
to the United Nations in Geneva, issued

ambassador

a statement hours before the meeting of
the Human Rights Council, saying that
the U.S. was implementing police re-
forms after Floyd's killing, and the issue
of racial discrimination was actually faced
by many countries. He called upon all
governments to demonstrate the same lev-
el of transparency and accountability
that the U.S. and its democratic partners
practiced.
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