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The family members think he is the fly in
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the ointment because he doesn't relate quite
well with his brothers.
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I would really like to have been a fly on the
wall when she refused his proposal.
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These TV fly-on-the-wall documentaries are
well liked because they reflect real life situa-
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There are certainly no flies on her. She is

smart, works fast and well.
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The fall and rise of
the Welsh language

by Ellen Darling (amended by Jon Porter)

Croeso | Gymruf If you don't know what this means,
read on to find out more.

When you cross over the border from England into Wabes you
dan’t have 1o show your passport but you do notice a difference
imenedintiely, AN the road markings and signs ane shown in o

languages, Englich and Welsh. Welsh is an official language in Wales

and, adong with Scottish Gaelic, Insh and Cornish, one of the Last
Ining indigenaus languages of the: LK.

Perhaps the first Welsh word youll s2& on the road mto Wales i
ARAF, There's a helpful English transkation nest to it - SLOW, As you
can see, Welsh looks. quite different from English. it sounds very
different to, if you think English pronunciation is deficult. try this:
Uanfarpwdigwyngyligogenychwymdrobwiiantysibogogogoch. That's
the name of a-small town in Wales and, in English, it means ‘The
church of Saint Mary in the hollow of the white hazel tree near the
rapsd whirlpool and the church of Saint Tysiio rear a red cove’,

Welsh looks and sounds 5o different from English becouse s o
Ceftic language. Ceftic cultures still sxist around the edges of the
UK - in Wales, Scotland and Morthemn Ireland and also in parts of
France. Far hundreds of vears. almost everyone m Wales spoke
Wielsh but nowadays there ane about 500,000 Welsh speakers -
about 20 per cent of the populaticn

For more fun activities to help you learn English

visit www.britishcouncil.org/learnenglish

hours.
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fly on the wall (i FAYEHE)
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they meet. You can be a fly on the wall.

Lina CHU
linachu88 @ gmail.com

S0 15 Welsh dying out? Not at all Nowadiays ol schoolchildren m
Wales study Welsh and many choose to go to an all Welsh-speaking
school. You can get public information in Welsh. speak Welsh in
court or take a course at unnversity m Welsh. People susf the net in
Wetsh, keep up with fnends on Facebook and wiite blogs in Wekh,

And by the way, Croeso f Gy means ‘Welcome (o Wales' = |
hope you'll be able to visit one day,
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Activity 1
Mateh the verbs with the nouns 1o form phirates from the

1 cross over a the net
2 keep up with b the border
3 toke ¢ ablog
4 surf d fnends
5 wnte & 3 Course
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Don't intrude if the two really argue when
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She won't be persuaded into buying his old
car. There are no flies on her.
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