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A new way of working

Imagine if your journey to work was from your
bedroom to your living room. More and more people in
the UK are dolng their jobs at home.

Baz works as an engineer in a London factory. He's been an
engineer since he keft school = but he's not very optimistsc about
his future. Heavy industry in the LK has almost disappeared. Baz
also gets fed wp with his long train journey to work. It can take up
1o two hours a day.

His sister, Liz, Eves in the north of England. She's an T trainer at
a local college. Once every Tour wetks, she meets her trainees
in person, but most of her training i done through information
technology (T

Bar's wife, Helen, seldom travels 1o work at all. Shi's o graphic
designer for 3 Lendon advertising firm. Once she's got the children
offf to school, she starts work in front of her computer screen.
‘When she: finishes her designs, she sends them electronically o
heer director.

Most people in the UK, Boe Baz, commite 1o work, bat an
increasing number of people work as telecommuters, whether full
tirmeg, like: Heden, of part teme, ke Lz

So what ore the advantages? Teleworkers con save hours by not
traveling to work. 1 hated my journey to work, says Helen. How
all | have to dov is Lo walk dowsstairs!” Many tefeworkers say that
working fnom home is much less stressiul = good news for both
workiers and managers.

For more fun activities to help you learn English

Teleworkers have their own association and Liz s a member. One
of her roles is (o encourage employers to look for ways to help
their staff work from home. Think how much a company can S
n rent, heating or air conditioning, taxes, maintenance _ it all adds
upy Snys Liz Working ot home can also increase productivity by 25
per cant’

50 i telecommuting for everyone? It was hard at first) soys Helen,
‘because our ving room is also my office, and discipining yoursell

to work from home can be difficult. But overall, | love it

(" Activity 1

Read each staterment below, Who would sy this: Baz (B), Liz
(L) or Helen 0H1?

1 '0K = I'm sending the new designs with this email. ____
2 Td love to telecomemute but it's impossible for engineers’,

3 'l save & fortune on London transport by working at homee'.

4 ‘Griead = this must be the student’s next assgnment’.
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visit www britishcouncil.org/learnenglish
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