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Delta aircraft dumped fuel over 15 American schools
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A U.S. Delta Airlines Boe-
" ing 777 experienced an en-
@ gine issue shortly after taking
off at the Los Angeles Interna-
tional Airport, and returned and finally
landed safely after a release of jet fuel.
However, the fuel was dropped onto 15
schools in close proximity to the airport,
causing skin irritation and breathing prob-
lems to over 61 students and adults. The
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA)
was investigating the incident to see if the
pilot had acted in accordance with the
specific fuel-dumping procedures.

The involved flight DL89, with 181
passengers and crew on board, had taken
off from Los Angeles at 11:30 a.m. and
was bound for Shanghai, China. Only
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minutes after the departure, the pilot re-
ported to the air traffic controller a com-
pressor stall in the right engine so that
the plane had to turn back to the Los An-
Then, the
plane dumped fuel to achieve a weight

geles International Airport.

for safe landing.

When the plane was over the ocean,
the air traffic controller asked if the pilot
would keep flying at sea and release fuel,
but the pilot refused to do so. The flight
tracking website FlightAware showed that
the plane suddenly turned right over the
sea to the land, then circled back over
Los Angeles and returned to the airport
from the ecast.

The LA County Fire Department said
that the plane dumped fuel in Kadesh
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and the surrounding area about 21 kilo-
meters cast of the airport at a low alt-
tude of around 700 meters, with the fuel
spilling out over at least 15 schools. By
the time the fuel descended like mist, a
group of students at the Park Avenue Ele-
mentary were having physical education
class, and the air was filled with pungent
odor shortly afterwards.

Several students complained that their
skin was itching and some teachers had
headaches from the smell, with a total of
17 children and 9 adults feeling unwell.
70 firefighters arrived immediately and
committed to providing care on-scene for
those injured, and other students evacuat-
ed from the school with their noses cov-

ered.

Delta said in a statement that the air-
craft landed safely after a release of fuel,
which was required as part of normal pro-
cedure to reach a safe landing weight,
but the cause of the engine failure and
amount of fuel released were not men-
tioned. FAA said that it was thoroughly
investigating the circumstances behind
the incident, adding that there were spe-
cial procedures for aircraft operating into
and out of any major US airport. It was
stipulated that the fuel should be dumped
over designated unpopulated areas, typi-
cally at higher altitudes so that the fuel
would be able to atomize and disperse be-
fore it reached the ground.

It was obvious that pilot failed to com-

ply with the relevant regulations. Howev-

4

er, "pilots can deviate from the rules in
an emergency”, said Doug Moss, a re-
tired airline captain. He said it could
have taken a half-hour up to an hour for
a pilot to stay over the ocean to dump
the fuel. If it happened that there was a
compressor stall, the fan blades might
have separated and cut into the fuel
lines, leading to an uncontrollable fire, so
that the pilot would have to decide wheth-
er to stay over the ocean to dump the fu-
el or return for a landing as soon as possi-
ble. Moss believed that the pilot had tak-
en an action in the best interests of the
public safety, and it involved no derelic-
tion of duty, but it was only unfortunate
that some people were adversely affected

by the fuel-dumping.
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