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British humour

by Andy Keedwell (amended by Jon Porter)
Is it true that the British laugh at different things from

people in other countries? Let's have a look at what we

laugh at in Britain.

| e

To the British. the powerful and important are often figures of fun

It's not pust politicians who make us chuckle (BBC's Have | Got News:
for You, for example) but anyone whose job it is to tell other people

what to do and who take themsehves too senously. We bugh at cur
clogs system too = espacially those who try to present themsehes
a5 better’ than they are. Just toke a look at Fawlty Towers on the
Intermet, especially the epsode A touch of class

r N

mmmnmmﬂm People say that the British
are reserved and reluctant to show their feelings and this is
expressed n our humour, | don't really think that's true but | know
that we do have a strong sense of oy, Hot very pleasant,’ we
sy after some termible expenence. Coupled with this i our love of
understaternent. ‘It a bit windy today’ we might say in the middle
of a typhoon. or There's 3 sght problen, when something has
gone very seniously wrong. This is related to the old-fashioned
British “stiff upper ip”. don't express extreme emotion, just Keep

menticoning them in case v look stupid, Qur funny stonies nmight
start with Trn swch an kdeot. | did something really stupsd yesterday”

4 Gl

Arether thing that con make i difficult to understand British
huimour” 5 that we don't abeays laugh or even sime when we

say something funny, We often keep a stroight face’ or use an
ursriding. ‘deadpon’ exprésion even when we're making o joke.
50, is the British sense of hurmour unaque? Well, all natsonal humour
is unigue, snt 7 Like the peopls. In the British cose, it is the
combanation of all the above factors that make the British bugh
and vy friends from other countries ask. “Why is that funny®
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