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information for the next billing cycle of
your subscription therefore we'll suspend
your membership if we do not receive a re-
sponse from you within 48 Hours.

Obviously we'd love to have you back,
simply click restart membership to update
your details and continue to enjoy all the
best TV shows.

VERIFY NOW

We're here to help you if you need it. Vis-
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I get to work on different kinds of
projects, and I'm not concerned about
if it's a studio picture or an indepen-
dent picture. I think (that) leads to
quite interesting work and choices.

That makes me happy. More of the

same please J
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[T see my job as very simple: I have
to pretend to be different people. So,
to make it interesting and to live up
to my job description, I should pre-
tend to be different people all the
time. They must never fall into the
same category. And because I'm an ac-
tor, it's not about me. If I was wor-
ried about my image, I wouldn't be in
this business at all. I'm not worried
about how I come across in a film, as
long as my character serves the story.
I don't care what people think about
me. |
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B ¢ 'T'm always interested in
playing different people, in different
situations...It doesn't matter to me
whether someone is in love with a
man or a woman. I find the idea of
love and romance interesting. I'm not
good at it. I like playing someone
who's falling in love because I like the
sensation of it. People do extraordi-
nary things when they're falling in

love."
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party's leadership went down like a lead bal-
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He tried to lighten the atmosphere with a
joke, but unluckily his joke went down like a
lead balloon.
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His new book goes down like a lead balloon.
The readers are all disappointed.

MRIHEARH » A R EIRACE -

Going over like a lead balloon, the council-
or's proposal was finally voted down.
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The movie sank like a lead balloon probably
because the plot was not realistic.
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My suggestion of going camping during the
weekend sank like a stone. Nobody responded.
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The balloon goes up when an unknown vi-
rus has infected a number of people in the city.
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Trade talks have not been very successful.
Businesses need to get prepared before the bal-

loon goes up.
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The balloon went up when the government
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announced a possible change of retirement age.
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British humour

by Andy Keedwell (amended by Jon Porter)

Is it true that the British laugh at different things from
people in other countries? Let’s have a logk at what we
laugh at in Britain.
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To the British, the powerful and important are often figures of fun
It’s not just politicians who make us chuckle (BBC's Have | Gat News
for You, for example) but anyone whose job it is to tell other people
what to do and who take themselves too seriously. We laugh at our
class system too — especially those who try to present themsehves
as ‘better than they are. Just take a look at Fawlty Towers on the
Internet, especially the episode A touch of dass’
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mwmmmmw People say that the British
are reserved and reductant to show their feelings and this is
expressed n our humour. | don't really think that's true but | know
that we do have a strong sense of irony. ‘Not very pleasant, we
say after some termble expenence. Coupled with thes is our love of
understatement. ‘it's a bit wandy todyy we might say in the middle
of a typhoon, or There's a shght problemy when something has
gone very senously wrong. This is related to the old-fashioned
Britesh “stiff upper Bp”: don't express extreme emotion, just ‘Keep
Calm and Carry On'.

.

A British comedsan will often begin by saying Have you ever
notioed T We find humour in ordinary, everyday life, especially its
negative aspects. Just take a look at Rhod Gibert and hes hilanous
problems with his washing machine! We also find i amusing to tell
jokes about things that have gone wrong for us, rather than not

menticning them in case we look stupid, Qur funny stories might
start with Trm such an idiot, | did something really stupsd yesterday”
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Another thing that can make it difficult to understand Bntish
humour’ is that we don't always laugh or even smile when we

say something funny, We often ‘keep a straight face’ or use an
unsmiling, ‘deadpan’ expression even when we e making a joke.
So, is the Britrsh sense of humour unique? Well. alf national humour
s umique, isn't 17 Like the people. In the British case. it is the
combinaticn of all the above factors that make the British kaugh
and my friends from other countries ask, “Why is that funny?

Activity 1

Match the headings with the paragraphs inthe article.

a We laugh at authorty

b We laugh at curselves

¢ We sometimes don't Laugh when we think things are funny
d We sometimes laugh when others maght cry
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