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WATER CLOCK

Wen Tingyun (812 — 870)

Incense from the jade censer rises,
Tears down the red candles fall,
Evoking sad feelings in a painted hall.
Her eyebrow make—up faded,

Her hair untidy.

In the long night, the quilt and pillow grow icy.
Pattering on the Wutong tree
Is the midnight rain,

That has no regard for her parting pain.
From leaf to leaf, it falls,

Drop by drop - the drip goes on,
Landing on the empty steps till dawn.
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