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[You see, in life, lots of people

know what to do, but few people actu-
ally do what they know. Knowing is
not enough! You must take action.]

(Tony Robbins)
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Winner takes all [ S =

Write the following numbers in words — as you woulkd say them i 28 t E

by Andy Baxter (amended by Jon Porter) in UK English. ,\ }

Imagine a horse race. The first horse to finish is the ; 3;@ IREIERK > TRETRRE & BN o HLAmIRER 7 > I
winner. This system - ‘first past the post’ - is how 3 650 j( Vi==] ,L,\ SRR o PR B tn] USRS - FUR IR SR
most people describe the system of voting that we 4 25001 - U EEEY T o
use in the United Kingdom. S 24000 REMDRS Tl s S T - BN
What about the losers? ; . ’g :m MR CALMEE) HEEER Y BAHEKR R BT WEEREAE T HR—
i@ race, the horse that comes secand st gets a prize. In U % WEH B EE A o BRI T - bF 8> S o ZHA > BRSO RS By o E

8 50,000 -
sl e s b | ) AP IR SO STHESE AR B2 A AR - i
constituency has one representative or Member of Parliament Wk o SR TR MR/ 5] BRAE - g b HE R - AR A SR AR EE B T

(MP). In an election. the voters vote for representatives frommany  What's the alternative? IBHEBRTMAGBE £ > RATAAEHEE EAEE  sEN0E - CREY - 156 H > A -EENR

parties. Many people think that we should use these ‘wasted votes They V54« EARRLF 1 OB - K E T — T o PUSEAA T  ASFRLAATHE » A2 -
Imagine this situation: sixy 1 Pty Aotk 40 per cant of e wites,  should hive 40 per FRIEER - BEAN R BERIZL B AEA R SRR BRI R AR TAME

cent of the places in Pariament. And Party B and C should have the
remaining 36 per cent and 24 per cent. You should get the same
percentage - or ‘proportion’ — of seats as people who vote for you.
This principle is called ‘proportional representation’. Then, if Party A
wants to change a law, and Parties B and C disagres, they can vote
together and defeat the government on that particular policy.

But will the main parties be happy to change the ‘first past the post’
system? Well have to wait and see.
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A constituency has 50,000 vaters. 25,001 vote for Party A, and
24,099 vote for Party B. Party A is the winner — it is the first pest
the post. All the vates for Party B are ‘wasted, even though they
only have two votes fewer than Party A Is this fair?

Imagire now that there are three parties in the constituency:
Party A gets 20,000 votes, Party B gets 18,000 votes, and Party C
gets 12000 votes.

Party A is shil the first past the post. The winner takes ol But if you
add Party B and Party C together, they have 30.000 votes! Thats

more than Party A In fact, more people voted against Party A than PUSIHLRAL R PEERER AN £ SO UsmOs ¥

voted for it Surely this can't be democratic? Pl ot il ety sl oo FIEERMOEH BLORPE AT > BA WAEYT -
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