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Hong Kong should leam from Macao's success in implementing the Basic Law
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Li Zhanshu, a member of
the Standing Committee of
the

Communist Party of China

Central Committee and chairman of the

Political Bureau of the

Standing Committee of the National Peo-
ple's Congress, speaks at a symposium
marking the 20th anniversary of the im-
plementation of the Basic Law of the Ma-
cao Special Administrative Region in Bei-
jing. By fully and faithfully carrying out
the Basic Law, Macao safeguarded Chi-

na's national security and maintained its

own long-term prosperity and stability.
This would be beneficial to Macao's inte-
gration into the country's governance sys-
tem and overall development. Li also

raised four points for the comprehensive,
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faithful and effective implementation of
the

points can serve as a guide for Hong

Basic Law in Macao. These four

Kong to have a more accurate under-

standing of the relationship between "one
country” and "two systems". They can al-
so enable Hong Kong to safeguard better
its own prosperity and stability in addi-
tion to China's national sovereignty, secu-
rity and development interests.

The Chinese President Xi Jinping once
said that Macao has set a great example
in the faithful implementation of the "one
country, two systems" principle, the up-
holding of the Basic Law, and the safe-
guarding of national sovereignty and secu-
rity. Benefiting from the faithful and accu-
rate implementation of the Basic Law
over the past 20 years, Macao 's econo-
my has achieved continuous growth. Its
GDP per capita has now surged to US
$80,000, ranking among the top in the
world. Efforts are also made to build Ma-
cao into a global centre for tourism and
leisure. Macao has also been steadily and

successfully integrated into the Guang-
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dong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Ar-
ea, and is poised to maintain its prosperi-
ty and stability. To face the challenges
ahead, Li raised four expectations yester-
day on Macao's implementation of "one
country, two systems".

First, the governance of Macao should
be strictly based on the Constitution and
the Basic Law. The constitutional founda-
tion of the special administrative region is
formed by the Constitution and the Basic
Law, and the Basic Law is in turn de-
rived from the national Constitution. To
act strictly in accordance with the Const-
tution and the Basic Law is to adhere to
the "one country, two systems" principle.
The Constitution is the source and foun-
dation of the rule of law in Hong Kong
and Macao. To cherish the rule of law,
which is one of Hong Kong and Macao's
core values, the Constitution must be safe-

guarded as the core of this core value.

Second, the central government's over-
all jurisdiction over Macao as well as the
special administrative region's high de-
gree of autonomy should be both carried
out in accordance with the law. The cen-
tral government's overall jurisdiction 1is
the condition and foundation for authoris-
ing Macao to exercise a high degree of
autonomy. The two are interconnected
and consistent with each other, and can-
not be separated or counter-posed under
any circumstance.

Third, the institutions for maintaining
national security should continuously be
improved to guard against external inter-
ference in Macao affairs and to thwart
acts of secession, subversion, infiltration
and sabotage. President Xi had repeated-
ly emphasised that "any attempt to endan-
ger China's sovereignty and security, chal-
lenge the power of the central govern-

ment and the authority of the Basic Law
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of the Hong Kong SAR, or use Hong
Kong to carry out infiltration and sabo-
tage activities against the mainland is an
act that crosses the red line, and is abso-
lutely impermissible".

Fourth, persistent efforts must be made
to improve the publicity of the Constitu-
tion and the Basic Law, so as to promote
the spirit of the rule of law and build re-
spect for the national Constitution and
the Basic Law of the Macao SAR. The
promotion of the Constitution and the Ba-
sic Law affects the understanding of
Hong Kong and Macao residents on the
"one country, two systems” principle, and
directly affects the effectiveness of the pol-
icy. We must strengthen education of
both the Constitution and the Basic Law,
particularly among the youth and civil
servants, so as to better promote the spir-
it of patriotism in both Hong Kong and

Macao.
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