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British Museum is world's largest receiver of stolen property, says British lawyer
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stolen from foreign countries during colo-

collection of numerous pre-
cious cultural relics, of which

many of them were actually

nial periods. Geoffrey Robertson QC in
his new book criticized the museum for

becoming "the world's largest receiver of
stolen property" with "hands of the
blood". He urged British and other Euro-
pean and US institutions to return the

treasures to the respective countries.
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He blamed the military and colonial of-

ficials of the European and American na-

ties everywhere during their conquest of
the world, and the British Museum nowa-
days is just exhibiting "pilfered cultural
property".

It was discovered that the museum al-
lows an unofficial "stolen goods tour"
which stops at the Parthenon Marbles (al-
Elgin Marbles) of

Greece, the Hoa Hakananai'a of the Eas-

so known as the

ter Island, the Benin Bronzes of Nigeria
and other pilfered cultural properties, and
a great majority of the loot is not even on
public display. A spokesperson of the mu-

seum admitted that it allows a "stolen

The British Museum defended the ac-
quisition of the collections by citing the re-
sults of the British Parliament's investiga-
tion in 1816, claiming that the Parthenon
Marbles were transported from Athens to
London by Lord Elgin in the 19th centu-
ry, with the approval of the Ottoman au-
thorities of the day. Robertson described
these as
ing that the British Museum, the French
Louvre and the U.S. Metropolitan Muse-

"carefully-constructed lies", say-

um of Art simply locked up the precious
legacy of other places "stolen by wars of
aggression and duplicity".

The French President Emmanuel Ma-
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cron declared last year the restitution of
cultural property to African countries,
and Robertson advised Britain to follow
suit based on human rights law principles
and not to shirk its responsibility. He said
that regardless of the apologies made by
politicians for the crimes of their former
empires, the only way to compensate is to
return the cultural heritage back to
Egypt, China, and other African, Asian,
and South American countries. "We can-
not right historical wrongs — but we can
no longer, without shame, profit from
them."
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Britain is willing to return some of the
most representative ancient treasures such
as the Parthenon Marbles, other overseas
cultural heritages might not necessarily be
treated the same, owing to the fact that
not all of them are equally well-known or
important, and the ways of acquisition
will inevitably involve war crimes that the
British authorities do not want to admit.
The British Museum acknowledged the
"difficult histories” of some of its collec-
tions, and visited Benin City last year
planning to return the Benin Bronzes,
but not much progress has been made so

far.

tions for looting different cultural proper- goods tour" run by an external guide.
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Yet, Robertson admitted that even if
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