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— German president asks Polish forgiveness 80 years after World War Il outbreak
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The  German  President
H Frank-Walter Steinmeier and
his  Polish counterpart, An-

drzej Duda, recently marked

II — about 6 million of its people were
killed, equivalent to a fifth of the popula-
tion, including its 3 million Jewish citi-
zens. The commemorative memorial in
Wielun began at 4:40 a.m., the moment
when the first German bomb was
dropped, and a minute’ s silence was ob-
served in memory of the estimated 2,000
victims in the small town.

"It is the Germans who committed a
crime against humanity in Poland. Any-

one who claims it is over, that the nation-

the 80th anniversary of the outbreak of
World War II in the small Polish town of
m Wielun, where the first German bomb fell
e 80 years ago. Speaking in front of
1’% crowds, Steinmeier asked for Polish for-
giveness for the tyranny of the Nazi Ger-
man troops in wartime.
Poland suffered greatly in World War
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al-socialists'reign of terror over Europe is
a marginal event in German history judg-
es that for himself," Steinmeier said in the
ceremony, pointing a finger at the
right-wing populist party Alternative for
Germany, whose co-leader Alexander
Gauland once called the 12-year in
World War I a “speck of bird poop”
in an otherwise glorious German past. Du-
da in his speech denounced Nazi Germa-
ny's attack on Poland, describing it "an

act of barbarity" and "a war crime."
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The capital of Poland, Warsaw, also
held a ceremony later that day, with only
a few major world leaders such as the
German Chancellor Angela Merkel and
US Vice-President Mike Pence attended.
Duda delivered a speech and appealed to
criticize Russia's military action as a re-
cent "return of imperialist tendencies" in
Europe, which attempted to change bor-
ders by force and attack other countries,

referring to Russia's aggression on Geor-

gia in 2008 and its annexation of Crimea

in 2014.

Pence praised the Polish people for
their courage and contribution to fight for
freedom, and felt honored to have the op-
portunity to speak to them.

Although 80 years have passed since
the outbreak of World War II, Poland
has been persistently claiming compensa-
tion from Germany for its loss of life and
property in wartime, whereas some Ger-
man simply think that the matter has al-

ready come to an end.
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