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(Global crisis of vaccine hesitancy-one in three French people regard vaccings as unsafe
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The biggest global sur-
- vey into attitudes on im-
@ munization suggests low
confidence in the safety

and effectiveness of vaccination, ham-
pering the efforts of various countries
to fight against deadly yet preventable
infectious diseases, and such public
mistrust of vaccines has been de-
scribed by the World Health Organiza-
(WHO)

. « C
tion as a  global crisis .

Meanwhile, the study also shows that
people living in several higher-income
regions such as Furope and Northern

America are often skeptical about the

bl

vaccines, while those in South Asia

and Eastern Africa have comparative-

ly higher trust, reflecting that people

in more developed countries are how-

ever less alert to infectious diseases as

well as fail to understand the impor-
tance of vaccination.

The survey, jointly conducted by
the British medical charity Wellcome
Trust and the analytics and advisory
company Gallup, canvassed the atti-
tudes among 140,000 people in over
140 countries and discovered that an
average of 79% agreed vaccines were
safe but there was still a wide varia-
tion in the figures, for example, only
59% and 50% of people surveyed in
Western Europe and Eastern Europe
considered vaccines safe respectively,
yet, up to 33% in France considered
them questionable, making it the high-
est ratio for any country worldwide,
and nearly 20% disagreed that vac-
cines were effective. Notwithstanding

the mistrust in vaccines among most

Western countries, 95% and 92% of
people in South Asia and Eastern Afri-
ca believed in the safety and effective-
ness of vaccines respectively, of which
the highest rates in the globe were
founded in Rwanda and Bangladesh.
Professor Heidi Larson, Director of
the Vaccine Confidence Project, said
it was surprising that people in Eu-
rope had extremely low confidence in
vaccines even though they had relative-
ly high level of income and education.
She added that some social platforms
were even promoting anti-vaccina-
tion movement which might result in
accelerating unpleasantness over vac-
cines, and it was often not easy for sci-
entists to make clarifications on the
false and misleading speeches spread-

ing over the private groups on Face-

Q&A
1. B FEEI4E ( cowpox ) EHHIES 2 AL ERR ?

2. H R 1796 F£ HBM BB A 350A 2

3. BHEIEZEBRLEE Tvaccine 3B B APMERL T ST ?

4. BHEENETR 0 TREH) EBSXELHREERIES MERHLL ?
5. AEB B S EREHEETE R EEEstE 2

RN
FEZoE
MefEEE
HIZ &
A -

ARE A

BB

T8 'S %0S v i E « BOORA 'E JBUUSl pJempd ‘g ( xod|lews ) 3 °|

book or online forums with only limit-
ed access.

Imran Khan, Head of Public En-
gagement at Wellcome Trust, said if
the general public had trust over the
local healthcare system and scientists,
their confidence in vaccines would al-
so be higher; on the contrary, if the
government institutions failed to win
the trust of people, the doubts over
vaccines’  safety and effectivencss
would be deepened.

He further explained that as infec-
tious diseases were common in devel-
oping countries such as Bangladesh
and Egypt, people were more alert
and willing to vaccine as they might
put their health at risk if they did not
do so. Yet, as sound medical system

was in place in more developed coun-

lamsuy

tries, people there were often less will-
ing to follow suit as they might be less
likely to catch infection even if they
did not vaccinate, or it was unlikely to
bring about fatal illness even if they
get infected, so they did not really
place much importance on vaccination.
Dr. Seth Berkley, CEO of Gavi, the
Vaccine Alliance, pointed out that dis-
cases such as diphtheria, measles and
whooping cough were commonly
found in developing countries, and he
had seen many mothers waiting in
line just to ensure that their children
could get vaccinated, but people in
wealthier countries faced relatively low
risk of infection and hence gained lit-
tle understanding on deadly dis-
eases and paid less attention to

vaccination.
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