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Trump retumed to U.S. after earlier-than-scheduled ending of U.S.-North Korea Hanoi Summi
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The second U.S.-North
Korea summit, which had
not been placed with high
expectations, ended in a
dramatic way without agreement. Af-
ter the

tion between the U.S President Don-

brief one-on-one  conversa-
ald Trump and North Korean leader
Kim Jong-un and the subsequent ex-
panded bilateral meeting, the atmo-
sphere changed suddenly such that
both leaders had not attended a work-
ing lunch as planned and left. The
White House finally confirmed that
the conference ended two hours earlier
and both sides failed to reach a consen-

sus. Trump said during a press confer-

bl

ence that the summit failed because
North Korea demanded an end to all
sanctions, which was not acceptable to
the U.S. He insisted that progress had
been made and he and Kim remained

on good terms but it was just that

"sometimes you have to walk".

Trump and Kim had a harmonious

relationship before the expanded meet-
ing. The two leaders started their brief
one-on-one chat at the Sofitel Legend
Metropole Hotel in Hanoi as planned,
during which the positive atmosphere
of the dinner in the previous night con-
tinued and they greeted each other
and actively responded to reporters'
questions. Before the meeting started,
they even engaged in what appeared
to be a lively discussion while walking
around the small garden alongside the
hotel's swimming pool with their trans-
lators accompanying them.

However, the discussion, which was
planned for 45 minutes originally, did
not go on as scheduled and it ended
15 minutes earlier. The accompanying
officials then joined the expanded
meeting, in which three senior officials
from each side were invited to the dia-
logues, but the balanced proportion of
personnel was interrupted by the
abrupt absence of the vice chair-

man of the central committee of Work-

ers' Party of Korea Ri Su-yong. Before
the meeting, both leaders expressed an
optimistic attitude about a good out-
come and answered questions from
journalists as usual, but the atmo-
sphere inside the conference room had
obviously changed when the reporters
left.

Trump and Kim were supposed to
move to the hotel's dining hall at noon
to have a working lunch, but the re-
porters began to suspect that the nego-
tiations failed when not seeing the pres-
ence of both leaders. After waiting for
White

House Press Secretary Sarah Sanders

roughly half an hour, the

eventually confirmed that both sides
failed to reach a deal such that the
meeting was cut short abruptly by al-
most two hours and the working lunch
was consequently cancelled. Trump
and Kim then left the meeting venue
at around 1:30pm.

A scheduled news conference by

Trump was therefore brought forward

by two hours to 2:00pm at the JW
Marriott Hotel. He emphasized that
both countries had indeed prepared
agreements for denuclearization but it
was not a right time for signing so he
decided to leave. Trump said the fail-
ure of the summit was attributable to
the fact that North Korea demanded a
lifting of economic sanctions, which
was something that the U.S. was not
prepared to offer, whereas Kim was
not staying firm in his commitment to
a complete denuclearization.

Trump said Kim had proposed dis-
mantling the
search facilities, but he thought that

Yongbyon nuclear re-

was not enough and pointed out that
there should be some other unknown
uranium-enrichment  facilities  within
North Korea, and the North Korean
delegation seemed to be surprised by
what the U.S. knew. Trump said he
supported an easing of sanctions, pro-
vided that North Korea needed to do
more, and both sides finally decided to

maintain the status quo despite having
“T could

have signed an agreement today and

considered other options.

then you people would have said, 'oh,
what a terrible deal,” Trump told re-
porters.

Yet, Trump stressed that his rela-
tionship with Kim remained strong
and said the meetings were construc-
tive and Kim was "quite a character".
"We are positioned to do something
very special," he described. Despite be-
ing optimistic, Trump admitted that
he and Kim did not commit to hold-
ing the third submit.

Trump returned to the U.S. after
the press conference. The Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo told reporters on
a flight from Vietnam to the Philip-
pines that it was possible for the U.S.
and North Korea to hold further meet-
ings, but there was no immediate plan
to do so because both countries would
need to regroup before the next round

of negotiations.
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