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"Proceed from the easy to the difficult” to tackle land shortage
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The has
decided to fully endorse

government
the eight prioritised op-

ommended by the report of the Task

tions on land supply rec-

Force on Land Supply. These options
include developing brownfield sites, tap-
ping into private agricultural land reserve
in the New Territories and exploring al-
ternative uses of sites under private rec-
reational leases, including the develop-
ment of the 32-hectare portion of the

Fanling Golf Course. Research and im-

(woo'rewoy @ AaayelomA) as) Aaiyerl

plementation of all eight options will be
conducted concurrently. The main pur-
pose of the Task Force on Land Supply is
to build consensus and find viable options
in land creation, yet it is undeniable that
each of the eight prioritised options rec-
ommended by the Task Force has differ-
ent levels of technical difficulty. The au-
thorities should proceed from the easy to
the difficult, and at the same time gather
resources for the long-term solution to
land shortage, that is the development of
the East Lantau Metropolis.

Having collected public views through
various channels in a methodical manner,
the Task Force tendered a series of rec-
ommendations to the government that
comprises of three short- to medium-term
options (namely
sites”,
land reserve in the New Territories" and
"alternative uses of sites under private
recreational leases") and five medium- to
long-term options (namely "near-shore
reclamation outside Victoria Harbour",
"developing the East Lantau Metropolis”,
"developing caverns and underground
space”,
the New Territories" and "developing the
River Trade Terminal site"). The eight
options could provide 3,000 hectares of
land in total.

The full endorsement on the eight op-
tions of course shows that our govern-
ment respects public opinions, but one
cannot underestimate how difficult it
would be for the authorities to implement
these recommendations. Let us take the

short- to medium-term options as exam-

"developing brownfield

"tapping into private agricultural

accusations  of

collusion. As

"more new development areas in

It is obvious that the

these three short-term

ples. Despite public support, the partial
requisition of the Fanling Golf Course
would be extremely time-consuming due
to the presence of historic buildings and
old and valuable trees.

Similarly, the development of private
agricultural land reserve in the New
Territories would not be easy, as a
transparent, fair and impartial mechanism
must be in place first,
corporate-government
for the 760 hectares of
brownfield sites scattered all across the
New Territories, progress could be ham-
pered by numerous legal challenges and
judicial reviews, as the government has to
deal with the difficult and controversial

process of compensation and relocation.

said than done. If they were to be im-
plemented at the same time, the govern-
ment must be determined and prepared
for all the challenges ahead.

Therefore, the government should ac-

cord priority to options that are both

easier to implement and more efficient. It

Kong. As of today, about 7,000 hectares
will not only ease the urgent need for of land in Hong Kong had been formed
land supply, but also expand the land by reclamation, representing 26% of the
reserve to meet the long-term needs of city's developed area.
the public's livelihood and economic de- However,
The three short-to-medi-

um-term options listed by the Task Force,

reclamation has virtually
velopment. come to a halt for more than 10 years,
leading to the land shortage today. The
when combined, can only provide 320 problem of land shortage in Hong Kong
hectares of land. According to the gov- is a complicated matter that involves

in order to avoid ernment estimates, this is still far from multiple vested interests. Although land

sufficient when compared to the projected — creation is vital to the improvement of
shortage of at least 815 hectares. people's livelihood and economic devel-

Our Hong Kong Foundation projects
that 9,350 hectares of new land would be

needed to accommodate demand in the

opment, it has been met with heavy re-
sistance for a long time already. One of
the advantages of reclamation is that the

next 30 years. According to the govern-
ment's "Hong Kong 2030+" study how-

newly obtained land would be directly
under government control, thus avoiding
ever, only 5,300 hectares of land can be all the difficulties involved in private land
provided by 2030. It means that there
will be a shortfall of 4,000 hectares.

Reclamation should be the most viable

implementation of resumption. Therefore, apart from im-

options are easier plementing the short-to-mid term land
development options, the govern-

option on the table, as it can provide new  ment should also accelerate the
land in a large scale without affecting too  preliminary study of the East
many stakeholders. Lantau Metropolis in order to
Reclamation has long been an impor-  solve the problem of land shortage

tant source of land supply for Hong once and for all.
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