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Speakers of the Indian Science Congress mixed mythology with science
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FH B E AR Gk DR RE A > AN
JB > AT | (mythological story) > &4t
#FAETE (Isaac Newton) ~ ZRHMIH (Albert Einstein) 5%
H AR B AR > B ENEBGE (Hindus)
B OB ET TR AN (stem cell) BFFT - E5fE U [R5
B (test tube baby) » EKE EHHEIEE ZBUNE B
WIIEAZ » PRGBS - WHENE AR -
ENEERMER R g i g A RS 2 — > AR
H I (Narendra Modi) FRHEFEMR > WA FEE
et e EE R EE I o i - AR B B B B
A S B B R o SO IR R o AR RIKE
(Andhra University) BIfRHHE (G. Nageswara Rao)
g ESI B EME, (EM¥AEZL)  (Mahabharata) >
100 HEER AN (Kauravas) HIIF—H BB TH > A
S FRPAMT 5 B 5 A0 B BT o At S5 | o5 — A

CERIERRARY  (Ramayana) > $8BCH 41 B0 EE [ T4k
A o4 MM > WAEB AW HBIFR (Sri Lanka) Hilwm#EA
LIRS HE -

EVE RS ER 2 K M AN SR (Tamil Nadu) KEBIZEH
7 (Kannan Jegathala Krishnan) #5K > HHEEEAH
KAEMHHEE IR 7] (gravitational repulsive force) > &
DRI S A BB B A7 B A BB Y AR Hh A B
PHEm SR > MER Ay H T (gravitational waves) - MEM%

B [ARfiEfisi (Hles) ¥l -

TIBEAEEN R R &1 ®  (Indian Science Congress
Association) ¥ABHETER (MR - 46 5m i
TR > MECE AT RS o RSB E MR

(Breakthrough Science Society, BSS) 3235 75 Uit B
Mk LBt R L F RS R > MR R A
WA (allegory) - W FARILIARFIRLENE > 3IF I KCRLELBR
A - SRR EEA DA LARI > DAEERETER S b
F# (chauvinistic) HIF#m

BSS Hil H AEPEMNZR AT (Bengaluru) 114 E[ EERLER G 5 o7

(Indian Institute of Science) FMEFRERN L » Zfili ~ B4
LR NLZH R E R [ R (denigrate)
EPFERIER |~ [ANESRIA MGG BLRHE | SEAERE o BSS R
FIEJE (Rajani KS) 1§ » EVERMERE H 2015 LIS
WA AN TR > B E M RALA (con-
done) HAEHERE o RIE 10 AT AR > i el
FATE R R AR RERBERG AR
SE R N S o

[V 15 5 B2 R (Principal Scientific Adviser) £
BHIRE S (K. VijayRaghavan) 3 > & RES APGER
BEE AR > EPEERL R E A R R
ERUAA - BH/R BUN AR BiE 35 T ek i A

ERSEHE TR (Satyapal Singh) A KFEEH
&b ¥ ¥EE W SC (Charles Darwin) AU #E{L S (theory
of evolution) it > ¥ 7 EAE TR E AL B A
72 RSN EER A » BB E (Indian People's
Party) B BRI S o
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The five-day-long 106th
" Indian  Science Congress
(ISC)  was inaugurated

last Thursday. Yet, schol-

ars of the congress from all over the
country have been condemned for
making false and controversial claims
in recent years. This year, some
speakers even quoted mythological sto-
ries discrediting the works of some of
the world's greatest physicists such as

Isaac Newton and Albert Einstein, and

suggested that the research of stem-cell
and test-tube babies were first invent-
ed and conducted by ancient Hindus.
Even the organizers of the congress

and the government officials found the

bl

claims unacceptable and expressed se-
vere criticism over the speeches.
The ISC is regarded as one of the

most important scientific events each

year, focusing on the discussion of the
country's scientific development, and
the Prime Minister Narendra Modi
was invited to inaugurate the congress
this year. However, in recent years,
many scholars have been criticized for
mixing Hindu mythological tales with
scientific theories. G. Nageswara Rao,
the vice-chancellor at the Andhra Uni-
versity, used the story from the Indian
epics Mahabharata proving that 100
Kauravas were born from one mother
because they had in fact employed the
technologies of stem-cell and test-tube
birth, as well as quoted the myth of
Ramayana saying the ancient Indian
kings had owned 24 types of aircraft
and several airport runways in Sri Lan-
ka.

Another speaker Kannan Jegathala

Krishnan, a professor at a university

in Tamil Nadu in southern India, even
criticized Isaac Newton for failing to
interpret the gravitational repulsive
force and said the scientific theories of
Albert Einstein were misleading, ques-
of both

He further suggested

tioning the achievements
grandmasters.
that gravitational waves should be re-
named as "Narendra Modi waves".
The conference's organizer, the Indi-
an Science Congress Association, ex-
pressed "shock" at such remarks with
absurd theories and distanced itself
from them. It regretted that the con-
gress had triggered strong controversy.
The Breakthrough Science Society
(BSS) , an Indian educational chari-
ty, were also shocked by the comments
made at the congress, emphasizing
mythological verses and epics were on-

ly allegorical and rich in imagination

and entertainment, but not scientifical-
ly constructed and validated theories,
and blaming speakers for making irra-
tional and chauvinistic remarks in such
a serious event.

Activists working as teachers, stu-
dents and IT professionals gathered in
a silent protest outside the Indian In-
stitute of Science in Bengaluru holding
placards with slogans like "Do not den-
igrate science in India", "Do not mix
mythology with science" etc. Rajani
KS, the secretary of BSS, said the
speakers of the conference had been
scientificizing mythological tales since
2015 and criticized the organizers for
condoning such an irrational develop-
ment. He emphasized that protests
had been held in over 10 cities across
the country aiming to convey the mes-

sage that the claims made by Rao and

other speakers in the congress were
not to be accepted.

Professor K. VijayRaghavan, the
Principal Scientific Adviser to the Gov-
ernment of India, said the authority
did not intervene in the selection of
speakers and the conference's organiz-
er, the Indian Science Congress Associ-
ation, would not ask speakers to sub-
mit their scripts in advance, indicating
the government's attempt to distance it-
self from the dispute.

India's minister for higher education
Satyapal Singh suggested in the con-
gress last year that Charles Darwin's
theory of evolution was scientifically
wrong and should be removed from
school curriculum, attracting wide con-
demnation from the scientific commu-
nity. Yet, such claim was praised by

the ruling Indian People's Party.
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