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— Iran adopts the Persian calendar, under which fixes the New Year's Day is in March this year
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Many people in Hong
America,

Australia and other places

across the world celebrated
the New Year's Day with amazing fire-
work displays and spectacular count-
down. However, in Iran, a country
which is located in the Middle Fast

and believes in Islam, the festive atmo-

FIE sphere of the New Year's Day is total-
B

= ly different. Travelers can seldom see
=

& celebrations or festive

when visiting tourist attractions or

walking along the streets. This is attrib-

Britain,

decorations

utable to the fact that the Persian New
Year does not fall on the January Ist.
The Iranians adopt the Persian cal-
endar as their official calendar, which
is made by referring to the solar cycle.
This year, March 21Ist marks the first
day of the Persian New Year and it is
an important festival to the Iranians.
The statutory holidays in Iran do
not include the New Year's Day in the
Western calendar and people still need
to work and go to school on January
Ist as normal. The local tour guides

said the Iranian government and the
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egantly decorated Christmas

society would not hold celebrations
and only a few people such as the
Christians would do. In the Christian
community of Tehran, the capital city
of Iran, people were busy shopping
during Christmas and New Year's
Eve, and it was often observed with el-
trees
placed on streets and adorable Santa
Claus dolls displayed in shop windows.

Iranian Christians are influenced by
the local culture and would eat Irani-
an food when they celebrate the New

Year's Day. For instance, the Arme-

nians would have the Persian herbed
rice with white fish, and the Iranian
“Pirouk”

with jam and the shortbread cookies

desserts such as the made
are also very popular among the Arme-
nian nation.

Esfahan, an ancient city in central
Iran with numerous world heritage
sites, is one of the famous tourist hot-
spots in the country. Yet, there were
not many activities or decorations in
streets, restaurants, stores and even
Christian churches to celebrate the

New Year’s Day, making it hard for
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tourists coming from different places
such as Hong Kong to feel the festive
atmosphere throughout the town.

The Abbasi Hotel, receiving many
foreign tourists, is one of the few plac-
es where elements of the New Year's
Day could be found. The banner of
"Happy New Year" was placed at the
hotel entrance and several cookies
were provided for guests in the lobby.

Perhaps the most special thing of ex-
periencing New Year in Iran is listen-
ing to the distant praying sounds from

mosques in the early morning as usual.
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