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French "Yellow vest" protesters protest over rising fuel taxes
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ers marched through the capital city

fuel taxes in France had in-
tensified and thousands of

angry "yellow vest" protest-

Paris looting stores and setting fire
around, as well as spraying graffiti on
the famous landmark Arc de Triomphe.

The demonstrators clashed with the riot

FEE

police and triggered the worst urban vi-
olence since at least 2005. The police
fired tear gas and water cannon in re-
sponse to the protests, resulting in at
least 133 injuries, including 23 police
The French

Macron

officers, and 412 arrests.

President Emmanuel con-
demned the violence by protesters at
demonstrations against rising fuel prices
and the government spokesman Benja-
min Griveaux said the country would
consider imposing a state of emergency
and urged peaceful protesters to return

to the negotiating table.

The ongoing protests had lasted for
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three consecutive weeks and the French

authorities said they counted 75,000
demonstrators across the country, in-
cluding 5,500 in Paris. Meanwhile, the
police employed crowd-control measure
at the Champs-Elysé es Avenue through
identity checks and bag inspections. The
demonstration was going on peacefully
at first, but when approaching the Tu-
ileries Garden, groups of youths with
many of them masked joined the protest
suddenly. They broke through the metal
fence of the Tuileries gardens, smashed
shop windows, damaged cars and set
fires in vehicles and buildings, including
at least one police car and two buildings.
The police fired tear gas and water
cannon to disperse protesters and the
movement was eventually turned into a
fierce street clash between both sides.
The troublemakers removed the bar-
riers protecting the Tomb of the Un-
known Soldier from World War I and
symbolically gathered under the Arc de
Triomphe to sing France' s national an-

them. Some even damaged the iconic

Arc de Triomphe monument with graf-
fiti declaring “the yellow vests will tri-
umph” . An Associated Press reporter at
the scene said the police and certain
protestors tried to protect the monument
and the police officers fired tear gas
aiming to disperse the crowd. Some
photographs from media showed that
the statue of Marianne, a symbol in
France, was vandalized inside the Arc de
Triomphe.

At the Saint Lazare station in Paris,
the windows of a bank were smashed
and a branch of an insurance company
was sprayed with graffiti reading “Ma-
cron in prison” . In another popular
tourist area Madeleine, an ATM ma-
chine of a branch of the BNP bank was
pulled out of the wall. The external
walls of the building were also damaged
with graffiti reading “who sows misery
reaps anger .

The riot lasted until mid-night with
many vehicles burning and the streets
filled with smoke and tear gas. The au-

thorities blocked most areas in the city
centre as well as the roads leading to the
Arc de Triomphe, and at least 20 Paris
metro stations were shut due to the un-
rest for security reason. The police
blamed hundreds of right and left wing
extremists for triggering the widespread
social unrest, causing nearly 190 fires
and 20 police officers injuries. A police
assault rifle had reportedly been stolen
by protesters and not sure whether it
was equipped with bullets. At least one
demonstrator remained in serious con-
dition after a heavy metal fence fell on
protesters during the riots.

Macron condemned the violence at a
news conference at the G20 summit in
Argentina, emphasizing that no cause
justified that authorities were attacked,
businesses were plundered, fires were set
and passers-by or journalists were
threatened. He said the protesters
wanted chaos but not improvements,
warning that they would be brought to

justice for their actions. “T will always
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respect debate and I will always listen to
opposition but I will never accept vio-
lence,” he said. He convened a urgent
meeting with the Prime Minister Ed-
ouard Philippe and the Interior Minister
Christophe Castaner to discuss the issue
after returning to Paris and went straight
to inspect the damage at the Arc de
Triomphe, but was greeted with boos
and hisses by the crowd.

The police claimed that the violence
was triggered by radical far-right or
far-left groups, but Castaner said most of’
the arrested were ordinary protesters
incited by radical organizations. Ac-
cording to the Ministry of Justice, fol-
lowing the riots happened in Paris, the
protesters also took to the streets across
the country, including the southern city
of Narbonne with demonstrators break-
ing into the highway and burning a toll
booth, and the A6 highway connecting
the southeast and northeast of France

near Lyon was also blocked.
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