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In the last few articles, I was introduc-
ing to you the second largest city in Rus-
sia: St. Petersburg. I hope you have a
general picture of the city, especially its
history. I am now moving to another city
in Russia, which is even more famous, po-
litically important and large. I have no
doubt that you have already guessed
which city I am pointing at: Moscow (5
Wik,

Let's begin with some facts about Mos-
cow. Moscow is now the capital city of
Russia and has been a capital city (& #5)
since 1918. After the success of Russian
Revolution of 1917 (1917 4F 1% B ¥ ),
the Russian Empire (% & ¥ 4 Bl) col-
lapsed, and a new form of government
was raised, which also signifies the shift
of the capital city of this state: from St.
Petersburg back to Moscow.

Here, 1T would like to emphasize the

[ FEREL TR XA

e

e %

phrase "back to", for it indicates that
Moscow was a capital city before. In pre-
vious articles, I mentioned that Peter the
Great built St. Petersburg as a new capi-
tal city for his empire, and Moscow was
the old capital city that Peter the Great
wanted to move away from. However,
even though Moscow lost its status as a
capital city, it was still an important city
of the Empire, especially when we looked
at the population. In present, in terms of
population, we all know that Moscow is
the biggest city in Russia. This position is
not an unexpected outcome of a rapid
growth of population, but it is the result
of a long and steady trend.

The establishment of Moscow has nev-
er stopped even during the time when it
was not a capital city. Of course, we
should not underestimate the effect of los-
ing the status of being the capital of the
Russian Empire. For example, at first,
the city did suffer a decrease in popula-
tion. This, in a way, is unavoidable, for
when Moscow lost its political position,
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certain groups of people, the Russian no-
bility (& & W7 # %) and professionals
would move to the new capital with the
tsar.

Yet, Moscow recovered quickly and
continued to develop. For example, in
1755, the second oldest university in Rus-
sia was founded (J}.37) at Moscow: Mos-
cow State University (BEHTRL B 57 K B,
In addition, like everywhere else in Eu-
rope in that period of time, cities attract-
ed people from rural areas (AT HLIER), so
that the population in Moscow continued
to grow.

However, this growth also caused prob-
lems, such as in Moscow, the welfare of
unskilled workers had been oppressed,
which, in long run, led to social instabili-
ty (FLE AFEE). Having said all that, dur-
ing the period of "losing the status of be-
ing a capital", Moscow fell back seriously
in another occasion: 1812 Moscow Fire
(1812 4FZLHTRLR K), but this is an entire-
ly different story, which I am going to

talk about next time.
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Three unintended wvisits to the nearby

coast illustrate in metaphorical terms the
dangers to be faced. The first ... The third

visit took place a few years

ago and,
symptomatically, I do not know the illicit
passengers' names or what became of them,
but they ... Each of these visits highlights
desires in all too much Western thinking
about the the third to
forget the awkward bits that we do not

understand  or

Mediterranean ...

want to know

about,
especially if they relate to North Africa west
of Egypt.
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