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American government announced regulatory policy for

production of cell-cultured meat
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The U.S. Department of

them into edible meats. Yet, no manu-
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facturers, cell banks and cell growth etc.

and USDA would then have supervision
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However, the industry is facing a

huge challenge that the production cost
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rael, Japan, and Singapore which had
also been working on such food tech-

reached a consensus and announced
joint regulatory responsibility for the
production and marketing of cell-cul-

tured meat, officially giving the green

FEE

light for the sales of the products in the
U.S. market.
Cultured  meats are animal  flesh

products made from extracted animal
stem cells instead of slaughtered animals
by means of tissue-engineering tech-
niques, directly transforming the cells

into muscle tissues and then turning

Agriculture  (USDA) and  facturer has ever tried to commercialize
@ the Food and Drug Admin- any cell-cultured meat product due to
istration  (FDA) recently high production costs.

The production of cultured meats
does not involve livestock breeding or
slaughter, raising the concern of how to
regulate and which party should be re-
sponsible for overseeing the food prod-
ucts. FDA and USDA, after holding a
joint public consultation last month,
agreed to share oversight for cell-based
meat and no additional legislation would
be necessary.

The agreement stated that FDA

would oversee cell collection by manu-

over the food products.

In the process of producing cell-based
meat, animal cells would grow into
something resembling real animal flesh
only by transferring them to a bioreactor
and providing nutrients and oxygen.

Such food technology saves billions of
tons of grain to raise livestock every year
with  no slaughter involved, and
cell-based meat is therefore regarded as
a new alternative-meat to meet future
demand, attracting start-ups such as
Memphis Meats and Mosa Meat to
work on such food products.

for a pound of cell-based meat is as high
as tens of thousands of dollars, which far
exceeds the purchasing power of ordi-
nary consumers. Thus, it is not easy to
launch the products in the market.

The CEO of Memphis Meats Dr.
Uma Valeti welcomed the new regula-
tory policy and believed it could provide
clearer guidance to the industry.

Jessica Almy, the director of policy of
the U.S. food research institute the
"Good Food Institute", said creating a
transparent regulatory path could help
the U.S. keep pace with advances in Is-

nology.

Traditional meat manufacturers have
been requesting USDA to develop and
regulatory
Colin

Woodall, senior vice president of gov-

implement  appropriate

framework for cultured-meats.

ernment affairs at the National Cattle-
(NCBA) ,
it was "a step in the right direction” that

men's Beef Association said
USDA would now have primary juris-
diction over the food products, empha-
sizing it would be crucial to ensure that
real beef producers and consumers were

protected and treated fairly.
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