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Australia extends the working holiday visa to solve the
shortage of manpower in agriculture
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on young backpackers who
apply for working holiday
visas to ease labour shortage

FEE

in recent years. The Prime Minister
Scott Morrison announced that the va-
lidity period of working holiday visas
would be extended from 2 to 3 years,
provided that backpackers and travelers
must engage in at least 6 months of ag-
ricultural work to help address the lack
of manpower.

The

one-year working holiday visa, also

country currently grants a

known as the "backpacker visa", and
travelers are allowed to stay for a second
year if they are willing to work in the

fields in the remote north. The govern-

ment plans to implement the new policy

starting from July 2019 to triple the
length of stay for travelers, on condition
that they must participate in at least 6
months of agricultural work in the sec-
ond year, with regions not confining to
the remote north. Moreover, the age
limit for visa application of certain
countries has also been raised to 35.
The country also announced an ex-
tension of the seasonal workers program
(SWP) co-established with the Pacific
Islands, extending the length of stay for
employees under the SWP, currently
ranging from 6 to 9 months, to a stan-
dard period of 9 months, as well as al-
lowing employers to extend the proba-
tionary period from 3 to 6 months.
The Australian government began

tightening rules on temporary working

visas last year in hopes of controlling the

rapid growth of immigrants. Yet, such
measure had aroused discontent among

farmers who suffered from rotting crops

and complained about the shortage of
workers, and those in the largest agri-
cultural state Queensland were most
adversely affected. The government later

introduced the agricultural visas and
tried to force the recipients of unem-
ployment benefits to do harvesting work,

but still failed to address labour shortage

effectively.

The new rules were announced by
Morrison during his visit with the
strawberry farmers in Queensland. He
stressed that Australians filling Australian
jobs was his top priority but it was
equally important to ensure timely har-
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vesting and prevent farmers from having
crop losses.

The Prime Minister said he would not
consider eliminating the 15% tax on
working holiday-makers, emphasizing
that everyone working in Australia must
pay taxes. Some 419,000 backpackers
visited Australia last year, spending AUD
$920 million (approximately HKD$5.2
billion)

was optimistic that the visa change

in regional towns. Morrison

would further help push the traveler’s
spending up to AUDS$I billion (HKD
$5.6 billion)

Biman Prasad, a member of the Fiji-

each year.

an Parliament, said the new measure
was a "very damaging decision” for the
Pacific Islands and the SWP, concerning

that it would hurt the career prospects
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of most Fijlan and worsen unemploy-
ment situation.

Matthew Dornan, deputy director of
the Development Policy Centre, said the
visa change would increase the compe-
tition between backpackers and Pacific
Islanders seeking employment.

The Labor frontbencher Andrew
Leigh described the change as a
short-sighted measure, criticizing that
the current wages of agricultural workers
remained low and one-third of back-
packers were paid less than AUD $12

(HKD$67)

that many were owed billions of dollars

an hour, not to mention

in unpaid wages. He urged the govern-
ment to resolve those abuses and create
more job opportunities in the agricul-

tural sector.
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