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After reading about the Peterhof Pal-

ace, or otherwise named as "Russian
Versailles", I bet you must be impressed.
However, what I am going to tell you is
that there is another palace in St. Peters-
burg named the Winter Palace (4&) |
which is as grand as the Peterhof Pal-
ace. Yet, the two palaces have their own
ways to shine. For the Peterhof Palace,
if you still remember, Peter the Great
wanted it to be as magnificent as Ver-
sailles, so the shining point is in its gar-
dens and buildings, i.c. its appearance.
On the contrary, for the Winter Palace,
it shines because of its immanence: The
Winter Palace is now the home of The

(5% £ o 1)

fiff), one of the world greatest museums.

State Hermitage Museum

For Hong Kong people, you may find
this Museum rather unfamiliar or even
unheard of. However, the Hermitage

museum comes along with the same
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ranking as the British muscum (3 F K
BAEYIEE), The Lourve (5B & 7% = 4
Y1) and the Metropolitan Museum
of Art (SRBIKHS G ) . These 4
museums are considered as the four ma-
jor museums in the world. The Hermit-
age Museum also is the home of more
than 1 million works of art, almost 8
hundred-thousands of archaeological ar-
tefacts and thousands of other objects.
Yet, the Winter Palace was not built
to be a museum in the first place. Like
all the other palaces, the Winter Palace
was built to be a royal residence. The
Winter Palace had been rebuilt several
times, and the version we can see and
visit today is normally called as the
fourth version of the Winter Palace,
whose construction was begun in the
reign of Empress Elizabeth (W A
&) and basically finished in the time
of Catherine the Great (BLEEIH)
What do I mean by saying "basically
finished"? It means that after Catherine
the Great, other tsars (VE)

tributed to the revisions and improve-
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ments of the Palace. For example, in
1826, The Military Gallery of 1812 was
added to the Palace in the time of Nich-
olas T (JBdr$i—1) | which is to com-
memorate Russia participated in the Na-
poleonic Wars  (Z B a8 FF) . Nicho-
las T is also to be considered to be the
tsar who is responsible to the current ap-
pearance of the Palace, for he was in
charge of the rebuilding project of the
Palace after a fire happened in the Win-
ter Palace in 1837, which destroyed al-
most all the palace interiors.

Although the Palace had been kept as
a royal residence of the tsars until 1917,
Alexander 11 (EEfE IR ZHHE) s the
last tsar who used the Palace to be his
main residence, who was actually assassi-
nated in the Palace in 1881. Therefore,
the following tsars considered that the
Palace is too big to keep secure, and so
they chose to move to other residences
instead. In the next article, let us find
out more about how the Palace would
be turned into one of the world greatest

museums.
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I was able to rest here and there on

free-solo)

small holds as I stemmed up the first eighty
feet of the corner. But then I had to shift
from liecbacking. Now I
grabbed the edge of the crack with both
hands, leaned back to the left, and walked
my feet up the opposite wall till the soles of

stemming  to

my shoes were only two feet below my

lower hand.
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