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Municipal solid waste charges is the first step of environmental protection
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The Environment Bureau
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month. Launching in 2020 at the earli-

is set to introduce a bill for
the

waste charging scheme this

proposed mandatory

est, the scheme would make it manda-
tory for houscholds to dispose of their
domestic waste using pre-paid designated
garbage bags.

Waste disposal levies are very com-
mon among FEuropean countries. In
Asia, Taiwan and South Korea have
also enforced such rules for years. Con-
sidering its proven track record in put-
ting the "polluter-pays" and "waste re-
duction at source" principles into prac-
tice, the waste charge proposal is well
worth supporting.

However, the government must plan
ahead meticulously, so that the imple-
of the

scheme could be more reasonable, and

mentation process charging
its regulatory regime more appropriate.
To ensure a smooth implementation, the
authorities should also step up their ef-
forts in educating the public and publi-
cising the scheme. The introduction of

waste disposal levy is only the first

step — If Hong Kong were to catch up
with the pioneers on the international
stage in terms of environmental protec-
tion and waste reduction, waste sorting
and recycling must be further promoted.

Municipal solid waste(MSW) charges,
also commonly known as "garbage lev-
ies", have been put on the table for dis-
cussion and dragged on for vyears.
Original plans were to have it imple-
mented by the end of next year. Now it
is delayed by one year to 2020 at the
carliest, as the latest plan will have the
bill introduced into the Legislative
Ciouncil for first and second readings on
November 14. The purpose of waste
charging is to put in place the "pollut-
er-pays" principle, and to promote waste
reduction through economic means, thus
achieving reduction at source.

Taking a quick look at Hong Kong's
neighbours in Asia, South Korea, Sin-
gapore and Taiwan have implemented
waste charging as early as in 1995, 1996
and 2000 respectively. As a world city in
the region, Hong Kong is lagging too far
behind.

In its draft bill, the Environment Bu-

reau has proposed to set the per-litre
charge for designated garbage bags at an
affordable HK $0.11 after drawing ex-
perience from South Korea and Taiwan.
At this level, the charges should not
impose any significant financial strain to
the average household in Hong Kong.

According to official estimations, the
new charging scheme would cost a
three-person household around HK$33
to HK$51 per month. It is worth noting
however, that this estimated waste
charge does not represent an extra
monthly cost for the average three-per-
son household.

It is because the waste bags that we
are now using - be it the usual garbage
bags or the plastic shopping bags that
we purchased from supermarkets - are
not free of charge. Subtracting that from
the new waste charges, the average
three-person household only needs to
pay HK $10 to HK $20 extra each
month. Given that the authorities are
also going to provide a HK $10 per
month subsidy to recipients of the
Comprehensive Social Security Assis-
tance (CSSA), the needs of the grass-

roots have been carefully considered.
Implementation of the proposed charg-
ing scheme should be met with little re-
sistance.

Even so, the authorities would still
need to be well-prepared in the next two
years from a public interest perspective.
First, the government should step up its
efforts in educating the public and pub-
licising the scheme. Second, relevant
authorities should cooperate with com-
munity organisations and harness their
support when conducting preliminary
Third,

manpower should be increased to cope

preparations of the scheme.

with the extra workload at the early
stages of the charging scheme's imple-
mentation.

For instance, frontline workers in
public refuse collection points would
have shoulder extra responsibility by
taking enforcement action and rejecting
non-compliant refuse. Government offi-
cials responsible for drawing up guide-
lines must communicate amply with
frontline workers in order to refine the
workflow.

The authorities should also arrange

Jlamsuy

for additional enforcement staff during
the early phases, and issue warnings to
offenders until the policy of HK$1,500
fixed penalty is implemented.

In 2016, Hong Kong's per capita
disposal rate of MSW has reached
1.41kg per day. The fact that our dis-
posal rate per capita is much higher
than that of other major cities such as
London and Seoul, is not only unbefit-
ting of Hong Kong's status as an inter-
national city, but also in direct contrary
to our citizens' environmentalist values.
There is no reason to further delay
waste charging in Hong Kong as we are
more than ready both in terms of hard-
ware and citizens' awareness. Mean-
while, one must stress that MSW
charging is only the first step of many.

In the future, Hong Kong must also
consolidate its efforts in MSW sorting
(especially food waste separation), sub-
stitute landfills with waste-to-energy
(WtE) power plants, and increase the
recycling rates of potentially useful ma-
terials. There is still a long way ahead of
Hong Kong in achieving all the above

goals.
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