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American organic labeling system was being criticized of low credibility
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Organic food is the food
produced by methods not

The USDA has developed the “Na-

(NOP) ” in

released by the federal government in

said Bareburger had never claimed itself
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ation, the catering industry promotes the

ally has stringent production require-

involving  pesticides  or

chemical fertilizers and usu-

ments. It is often recommended by many
consumer organizations in recent years,
which is considered to be good for
health, environmentally friendly and
contributing to sustainable agricultural
development, while customers are willing
to pay for organic food such as dairy

products or eggs that are sold at even

R0

twice the price of ordinary ones. Yet,
people start to question whether such
food is truly organic. The US Depart-
(USDA)

tablished an official organic labeling sys-

ment of Agriculture has es-
tem but it was being criticized of having
loose monitoring and low credibility.
Hence, the catering industry is consider-
ing setting up its own trusted organic

standards to restore public confidence.

tional Organic Program
2002 to standardize the requirements for
organic food and collaborated with vari-
ous parties to ensure strict enforcement.
However, such regulatory system has
been blamed for having loose control on
the catering industry that the restaurants
are not required to be certified by the
authority but can advertise and sell or-
ganic products simply by making a

“reasonable effort” to use organic in-
gredients. Even if the restaurants intend
to comply with the relevant regulations,
most of them still refrain from doing so
due to the complicated verification pro-
cess and high staff training cost incurred.

According to the statistics of the US
Organic Trade Association, the organic
food market hit $45 billion in sales last
year (approximately HK $353.2 billion),
accounting for more than 5% of the

overall food sales. Yet, the audit report

last September pointed out that the US-
DA failed to justify that the documents
provided by the major grain importers
were credible enough to prove the food
was organic, and it was also revealed by
the media that some imported grains
were mislabeled as organic, which inevi-
tably undermined public confidence.
The 51-year-old New York citizen Gil
Rosenberg started eating organic meat 4
years ago for health” s sake, but discov-
ered by happenstance that the self-pro-
claimed organic burgers he ate at Bare-
burger were attached with non-certified
organic labels. In response to Rosen-
berg’ s accusation, the restaurant’ s chief
executive Euripides Pelekanos said apart
from using 100% organic beef, 75-80%
beef would also be applied. However,
any food labeled as organic must contain
95% organic ingredients in accordance
with the USDA’ s regulations. Pelekanos

as 100% organic and he had no plan to
certify the 41 Bareburger outlets and
would not give up the selling point of
“organic” . Rosenberg began blaming
the restaurant for promoting “organic”
to deceive customers.

The USDA has indicated no intention
to amend the regulations and request
self-proclaimed organic restaurants to be
certified, saying that it would make use
of technology and strengthen collabora-
ton with other partics to enhance in-
spection for organic food in the global
supply chains.

Many US food manufacturers pointed
out that the USDA endorses the practice
of hydroponic farming apart from soil
cultivation, which violates the spirit of
organic farming for soil conservation,
and it has no strict monitoring on animal
raising, criticizing that the organic labels

could be misleading. In view of the situ-

“Real Organic Project” to establish a
higher standard for organic labelling and
restrict the participation of crops raised
by conventional organic cultivation
methods only. Over 60 local farms wel-
come such campaign.

Dr. Tsang Tsan-on, the Director of
the Hong Kong Organic Resource Cen-
tre, said that hydroponic farming meet-
ing certain standards can still be regard-
ed as organic farming, one famous ex-
ample is the Tai Tong organic bean
sprouts. Organic farming must meet at
least two basic requirements, one is that
the crops must be naturally-raised, such
as the bean sprouts growing in water.
Yet, if the plants originally raised in soil
are relocated to hydroponic equipment,
this 1s no longer organic farming. In ad-
dition, organic farming requires the use
of natural pesticides rather than chemical

ones.
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