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Hong Kong exposes a single online romance scam involving HK$180 million
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A single online romance

businesswoman befriended an overseas

scam involving a monetary
record of HK $180 million
was reported locally. A
engineer — whom claimed to have fi-
nancial difficulties with his business—
through dating website 4 years ago and
was duped into transferring a total of
HKS$180 million into the bank accounts
of various regions in over 200 transac-
tions. The woman had a conversation
with her family and realized she was
being cheated, and contacted the police
finally.

However, the money should have al-
ready been transferred away by the
fraudster. The case was classified as

“obtaining property by deception” but
no arrests had been made.

According to statistics, a drastic in-

crease for online love scams is seen re-

cently. The numbers of cases and
amount of money recorded as of July
this year have been 50% more or even
double the overall figures of 2016 and
2017, and it is 2 to 3 times as much as
the figures of the same period last year.

The victim is a 66-year-old business-
woman who runs a real estate invest-
company the
Mid-Levels on Hong Kong Island, with

ment and lives in
her husband passed away in 2013.

It was reported that the woman be-
friended the overseas engineer through
an online platform Lovestruck in April
2014. The pair shared similar interests
and then established a relationship
shortly.

Yet, knowing each other for just one
month, the man claimed he needed
some hundreds of thousands HK dollars
urgently for an overseas project, and the

woman was duped into remitting the

cash to the designated bank accounts
and felt so excited and joyful at the
gratitude expressed by the fraudster.

The swindler continued begging the
woman for money for the reasons of
having financial difficulties and foreign
project funds being frozen, with the
amount requested ranging from a few
hundred thousand HK dollars to even a
million. The victim had been tricked
into transferring money to the designat-
ed bank accounts in Hong Kong,
mainland China, Britain, Japan and
Southeast Asia for a total of HK $180
million from May 2014 until July this
year.

Though offering generous financial
aid, the victim never met the man in
person throughout their 4-year relation-
ship but only kept in touch online. The
woman took the money out of her per-

sonal assets but not from any financial

loans.

The victim lost contact with the man
from July this year and thought that he
might be simply busy at work. However,
she tried to contact him but still failed
last month, and eventually turned to the
police after consulting family members
for fear that she was being deceived.

The police tried to recover the money
from the respective bank accounts but
the entire amount should already have
been taken away by the swindler. The
case was listed as "obtaining property by
deception” and to be handled by the
District Crime Squad of Wan Chai
District.

In addition, another case of online
romance fraud was reported to the po-
lice early this month that a woman met
an overseas man online and did as in-
structed to transfer a total of one million
HK dollars to the designated bank ac-
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count from May to August this year,
hoping to help the man overcome fi-
nancial difficulties.

The victim contacted the police until
the man disappeared. The case was
handed over to the Yuen Long District
Investigation Team for action and no
arrests had been made.

The police advised the public to be
aware of the virtual world and false
claims on the internet and avoid re-
vealing too much personal information
when using social media, especially
when it involves money borrowing
transaction.

If a stranger requests for money for
any reason online, people are advised to
verify his/her identity to protect them-
selves from being scammed. If in doubt,
the public can call the Anti-Deception
Centre's 24-hour "An-
ti-Scam Helpline 18222" for assistance.
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