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Kong as a food wise city.

Food Angel, a non-profit
organisation that provides
free meals for underprivi-
leged communities, held its
Thanksgiving Luncheon on August 31.
During the banquet, Chief Executive
Carrie Lam Cheng Yuet-ngor deliv-
ered a speech, and called for the sup-
port of enterprises and the public on
the promotion of food waste reduction.
The Food Wise Hong Kong Cam-
paign deserves the public's support and
collaboration, as it advocates both food
waste avoidance and care for the disad-
vantaged. As an affluent society where
the disposal rate of food waste per capi-
ta is mounting, Hong Kong has all the
more reason to support the campaign.
The government should provide incen-
tives to both the private sector and the
general public to reduce food waste,
while also promoting a food wise and

caring culture, so as to make Hong

Food Angel works closely with super-
markets and restaurants to rescue edi-

years.

in the Asia-Pacific region by 2020.

ble surplus food. The surplus food is
then turned into nutritious meals, free-
ly distributed to the needy. Carrying
on their mission for the seventh year ,
Food Angel has already rescued 4,800
tonnes of edible surplus food that
would otherwise be sent directly to
landfill. Over 30,000 needy, of which
70 per cent are elderly, have benefited
from the NGO's 6.2 million hot meals

and 2 million food packs over the

According to a study by the Food
and Agriculture Organisation of the
United Nations (FAO), one-third of
food produced yearly is thrown away
while a billion people hang on to their
lives without enough food. Since then,
the international community has put
the spotlight on food waste reduction.
The Asia-Pacific Economic Coopera-
tion (APEC) has called for a 10 per

cent reduction in food loss and waste

Meanwhile in Europe, the European

Parliament has set its food waste reduc-

peers in this regard.

municipal solid waste (MSW). In com-

reduce food waste.

tion target on 50 per cent by 2020.
The United Nations has also targeted
to halve global food waste on both the
production end and consumer end by
2030. As an international city, Hong
Kong is clearly lagging behind its

In Hong Kong, over 3,500 tonnes
of food waste are dumped into our
landfills every day, which accounts for
almost 40 per cent of the daily total

parison with our neighbours, our per
capita disposal rate of food waste is 6.3
times that of Shanghai, 1.6 times of
Singapore, 1.7 times of South Korea
and 2.6 times of Taiwan. As our total
MSW disposal at landfill sites reached
a record-high at 3.79 million tonnes in
2016, food waste had also risen by 6.5
per cent year-on-year. Clearly there is

still much for us to do on our quest to

In 2013, the government launched
the Food Wise Hong Kong campaign

— a city-wide food waste reduction

Questions

1. #BTH ElBEREH
2. iz& At

3. FZE

4. HERR

5. BER1T

campaign that aims to promote public
awareness of food waste problems in
Hong Kong and instil behavioural
changes in the society, including indi-
viduals, households and commercial
and industrial establishments, ultimate-
ly avoiding and reducing food waste
generation. However, the extent of the
campaign is limited so far, with only a
handful of businesses such as supermar-
kets participating. The means to treat
and recycle food waste are still lacking
at individual and household levels. For
instance, only 5,200 households have
participated in either the Food Waste
Recycling Projects in Housing Estates
or food waste recycling trial scheme in
public housing estates. Besides, the col-
lection, transportation and actual recy-
cling are all carried out by private con-
tractors, which are hired by each hous-
ing estates on their own. Instead of
leading, planning and coordinating,
the role of the government is limited
to providing short-term funding only.

Without active government participa-
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tion, the effect of Hong Kong's food
waste reduction drive has been less
than ideal.

Apart from the public's collabora-
tion and support, government policy in-
centives are also crucial to the success-
ful promotion of a food wise culture.
In Taiwan, local authorities brought
negative incentives for the generation
of wastes by introducing mandatory
garbage sorting and its related charges.
At the same time, recycling funds are
established in order to encourage recy-
cling in communities, while also guar-
anteeing a reasonable return for recy-
clers. Taiwanese efforts have brought
concrete results in food waste reduc-
tion, as borne out by a 66 per cent de-
cline of wastes in merely five to six
years' time.

The

more incentives and resources for busi-

should provide

government

nesses to promote food donation
schemes, so that edible food surpluses
could be redistributed to the needy via

food banks.
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