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The Communications Au-
thority reported in
May the
ments of the preparations
The
authority expects the first 5G spectrum

early
latest  develop-

for 5G mobile services.

to be available in April next year, and
a full-fledged 5G network in service by
2020, making Hong Kong one of the
pioneers in the adoption of the
next-gen mobile service.

Given that telecommunications ser-
vice is the backbone of the internet
economy, Hong Kong as one of the
leaders in the global telecoms industry
must hasten its endeavours in the 5G
era in order to prepare for the transfor-
mation into a smart city.

The government should work with
the private sector, listen closely to their
needs and provide assistance whenever
necessary. This will not only allow the
public to enjoy the cutting-edge technol-
ogy earlier, but also secure

Hong
Kong's position in the fiercely compet-

tive new economy.

5G Is 20 Times Faster Than 4G

Fifth generation mobile networks, ab-
breviated 5G, will be 20 times faster
than 4G in terms of download speeds.
Many have questioned the govern-
ment's slow response in adopting 5G
networks following the United King-
dom's 5G spectrum auction in April.

The Authority

cleared up the public's doubts in early

Communications

May with a detailed report on the adop-
tion progress of 5G. The authority est-
mated that when the public consulta-
tion is over, 5G spectrum would be
made available to local service provid-
ers by April 2019 at the soonest. While
network coverage could be available
next year, full commercialisation of 5G
would be achieved no sooner than
2020.

In comparison with our counter-
parts, 5G is going to go live in South
Korea by late 2018, in Australia 2019,

in the UK 2019-20, and in mainland
China 2020. From the above informa-
tion, even though Hong Kong is not
the earliest adopter of 5G services, it is
still fair to say that we have not fallen
behind others.

New

gies are not just about faster connec-

telecommunications  technolo-
tion—beyond speed they also unleash
the full potential of many emerging in-
dustries. For instance, the rise of shar-
ing economy, mobile payment and mo-
bile games in recent years could be at-
tributed to the commercialisation of 3G
and 4G networks.

The relationship between mobile net-
work infrastructure and emerging inter-
net economies is comparable to one be-
tween roads and vehicles—the better
the road network is established, the
more efficient and faster the cars can
go.

Studies have predicted that over US
$12 trillion worth of goods and services

that are enabled by 5G could be pro-

duced across the retail, education, trans-
portation and entertainment industries.
Its impact on the global GDP would be
equivalent to adding an economy the
size of India today, roughly US$ 2.4
trillion, while also creating over 20 mil-
lion jobs across the world.

As the popularity of 5G networks in-
creases over time, one can expect the
current technologies for intelligent man-
ufacturing, smart cities and artificial in-
(AD)
ture. By that time, augmented reality

(AR) , virtual reality (VR) , tactile
(IoV)

unmanned

telligence to become more ma-

internet, internet of vehicles
wireless communications,
acrial vehicles (UAV) and smart grid
would become an integral part of our
daily lives.

Although the development of emerg-
ing internet economies in Hong Kong
is not that rapid, as one of the pioneers
in adopting 3G, 4G and optical fibre
technologies, Hong Kong still possess

an internet infrastructure that is com-

prehensive enough to support further

growth.
5G Will Boost Tech Innovation
The current administration have

recognised the significance of develop-
ing internet-based innovative technolo-
gies, and in the Innovation and Tech-
nology Bureau's Smart City Blueprint
for Hong Kong, 5G networks are re-
garded as the catalyst for smart city de-
velopment.

As the saying goes, fine tools are the
prerequisites of a fine work. If Hong
Kong were to transform into a smart
city, we must not lag behind our com-
petitors. Although the government's ac-
tion has been swift enough so far in
adopting 5G, whether there will be any
delay is still worth paying attention to.

The relevant authorities should work
closely together towards an early 5G
adoption, and listen to the voices of the
private sector in support of its

further development.
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