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The cost of burial in Brit-
ain has kept soaring in re-

cent years. According to

reported that many parents had found
the burial fees unaffordable such that

The Sunday 7Times, it was

their dead child could only be placed in
a cardboard coffin; furthermore, the lo-
cal government even prevented the

poor from using the low-cost public fu-

neral services by refusing to return the
cremains to relatives. Previously, over

100 members of parliament (MPs) sub-

RO

mitted a petition asking the Prime Min-

ister Theresa May to tackle funeral pov-

erty. In response to the request, There-
sa May finally made an announcement
later about abolishing burial fees for
children and establishing a fund to cov-

er the charges by the government.

Funeral prices double in a decade
The Department for Work and Pen-

sions in Britain has capped funeral ex-
penses claims at £ 700 (HK $7,725)
since 2003, but the average cost of a fu-
neral has risen from 41,920 (HK
$21,200) to £4,078 (HK $45,000)
nowadays, implying obviously that the

limited amount of subsidy could no lon-

ger meet the needs.

The Labour MP Carolyn Harris had
once suffered from funeral poverty that
she was unable to afford the burial fees
of her 8-year-old son, who died in a
road accident in 1989, and had to turn
to her neighbors for assistance and even
went into debt for a total of £ 700 (HK
$7,725) to get rid of the toughest time.

After being selected as a MP in 2015,
Harris continued to pay attention to the
issue of children's funeral and had suc-
cessfully urged the Welsh government
to take measures to eliminate the burial

and cremation fees for children last

year. She re-initiated a joint signature
campaign recently, which was support-
ed by 104 MPs, including the leader of
the Labour Party Jeremy Corbyn and
the former leader of the Conservative

Party Iain Duncan Smith.

Lay to rest without debt

Deeply moved by the efforts paid by
Harris, Theresa May described that the
raw pain of loss of children had sent
the grieving parents to the darkest mo-
ment of their life and the government
should not let them worry about meet-

ing the funeral costs. She announced to

set up a fund in memory of Harris' son
Martin to cover the burial and crema-
tion charges for children, with an esti-
mated annual expenditure of about 10
million pounds (HK$110 million) .
About 4,350 children under the age
of 18 died in Britain every year. Harris
welcomed  the establishment of such
fund, saying that it would help preserve
the dignity of parents and hoping that
her tragedy would not be repeated once
again. She missed her son and
was glad that he could still con-
tribute to society after many

years.
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