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Brtish government announced a ban on disposable plastic straws
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Million tonnes of plas-

tic waste 1is generated

practicing recycling, among which the

worldwide every year,

but few countries are

recycling rate in Europe is less than
30% .

tary Michael Gove announced on Febru-

The British Environment Secre-

ary 23 a ban on disposable plastic
straws for the sake of marine conserva-
tion.

As a Eurosceptic person, Gove men-

tioned the proposed policy together with

leaving EU. But EU shot back and said
that it would be one step ahead of Brit-
ain to formulate similar legislation in the
coming summer.

Britain consumes 8.5 million straws a
year and many of them are not properly
disposed of and end up into oceans final-
ly, but it can take over 200 years for
them to break down in the natural envi-
ronment. The United Nations warned
that if the levels of pollution continue,
there might be more plastic than fish in
oceans by 2050.

Brexit, saying that it would be easier for

the country to tackle plastic waste after

on plastic straws

When asked whether to impose a ban

during interviews,

‘,l

Gove said that a restriction on the use
would be worth introducing as they
brought about adverse impact to the ma-
rine ecology. He went on saying that en-
forcement of the ban could be hindered
by EU legislation, as “one of the things
about being inside the EU is that there
are some steps that we might take envi-
ronmentally but can't yet” .

The European Commission Vice Pres-
ident Frans Timmermans later pointed
out on Twitter that EU was already
planning to impose such ban in this sum-
mer, mocking that EU was “one step

ahead of you (Britain). Maybe you can
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align with us” , while it was also target-
ing to make all plastic packaging reus-
able and recyclable by 2030. Gove hit
back by saying that EU had never clear-
ly brought forward any proposal to ban
plastic straws, so that Britain should be
the first to introduce such policy. Yet,
university lecturers criticized Gove for
making false allegations, saying that the
local government in Scotland had al-
ready proposed to ban plastic straws
and would have the enforcement in
place before end of next year, so EU leg-
islation should not be an obstacle.

However, the proposed policy is
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deemed controversial as some thought
that it would hurt those who cannot
hold cups properly and need straws, es-
pecially the kids, elderly and people
with disabilities. Also, using straws is be-
lieved to help reduce the damage to
teeth caused by sugar and acidic bever-
ages.

Timmermans advised people to con-
sider using paper straws instead. Certain
environmental groups suggested using re-
usable straws in order to reduce waste;
meanwhile, they held a conserva-
towards this

tive view

one-size-fits-all policy.
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