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Dutch law to make all adults organ donors by default
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Adovcates believe the

facing a severe shortage in donated
organs and the new law could help
bring about increases in organ donors.
Opponents critize the government for

being too assertive about the after-death

arrangements of citizens.

The law was passed by the lower
house of the Dutch parliament in 2016.

country is

SRR > GIUNBREEBRINE R RTC R H - TR BRI i K- -
EE A new law of Active It wil go to the office
Donor Registration ~ Willem-Alexander for his signature.

(ADR) was approved by . .

de Duch Seme on Allows change of mind any time
e Feb 13 in a 38-36 vote, which makes all According to the bill, every person
;%_ adults living in the Netherlands organ over 18 who has not been registered will
% donors from 2020, unless they opt out. receive an offical letter asking for his or

her consent for organ donation. Failure
to respond to the letter, or another 6
weeks later, will result in the person
being considered as a donor by default.
However, people are allowed to change
their organ donation status at any time.
The law was so controversial that it
passed the lower house in 2016 by a

silm one-vote margin, and nearly 4,500

people requested de-registration from
the list.

In response to the controversy, some
refinements were made to the final
version of the bill. For example, the
bereaved reserve the right to make
decision on medical donation even the
deceased has clearly declared willingness
before. The authority is also required to
fully consult the relatives before making
final decisions.

Statistics have shown that some 57
people in the country died waiting for a
new organ during the first half of 2016.

The moderate party Democrats 66,
which initiated the bill, hopes the new

measure to help boost donations and
hence reduce the number of death cases

due to organ shortage.

"A real breakthrough"

The Dutch Kidney Foundation said
that according to studies, the number of
registered donors has climbed in
countries where similar systems have
been introduced. It described the bill as
"a real breakthrough for patients on
waiting lists" that enables them to regain
life and freedom.

About 40 percent of people in the
country are on the donation list. Over
60 percent of Dutch adults surveyed two

years ago supported the ADR.

On the other hand, Spain already set
up a similar system in 1979. France also
initiated a similar bill in January last
year.

In fact, Spain ranks first in the world
in organ donations, giving an average of
43.4 per
people in 2016, a number substantially

registered  donors million
more than European Union's average of
19.6 and US's average of 26.6 in the
same year.

Hong Kong's rate of organ donation,
at only 5.8 donors per million
people every year, is among the
lowest worldwide.
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