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dudden school suspension comes with sound reasons
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injection for children to avoid major
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more, the government
has decided to suspend classes in all
kindergartens and primary schools from
February 8.

Despite the announcement coming in
a somewhat hurried manner, the
government has nonetheless made the
right decision by playing safe on public
health issues. Combined with the fact
that there are solid data and experts'
advice backing the decision, the early
closures are justified and necessary for
the protection of our children's health

and safety. As parents might not have

that students could enjoy a harmonious

Lunar New Year with their families.

Heavy tolls in primary
schools and kindergartens

According to the Centre for Health
(CHP), 333 outbreaks of
influenza-like illness were reported as of

Protection

3 February in the
Outbreaks

kindergartens

current  season.
occurred mainly in
and primary schools,
accounting for 43.2 per cent and 40.5
per cent respectively. Twelve serious

paediatric cases have been recorded, of

rapidly turn a crowded school into a
hotbed for flu transmission. All these
numbers  justify  the  government's
decision to suspend classes.

According to the University of Hong
Kong-Shenzhen  Hospital, the flu
outbreak in mainland China was clearly
controlled after school winter break
began on January 28. The effectiveness
of class suspension in stemming flu
outbreaks is further exemplified in 11
US states having also shut down their
schools.

In fact, Hong Kong had also resorted

successful as the number of infections
dropped significantly.

Forced vaccination suggested

Chief Executive Carrie Lam said
suspension of classes would "cut off the
chain of infection" and was only a

short-term  measure, and that the
government would draw better plans to
cope with seasonal flu in the future.
Vaccination is known as the best way to
Most of the 12

seriously infected children had not been

prevent influenza.

injected vaccine. The authorities have

Some parents have complained about
the abrupt decision. They worry about
being unable to take day-offs for their
kids. To dispel these worries schools
should arrange properly the schedules of
teachers such that they will be ready for
help at school. During the break,
schools should thoroughly sanitize the
premises ensuring a clean and save
after the break,
should keep

track of the health condition of kids

environment;

they,
along with parents,

and keep in contact with the

relevant departments.
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