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Boost commercialised R&D with more funds and resources
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The 2017 National materials. Tang's work can be widely technology industry by setting up dust. seeking government support. This in
A . s . . . :
Science and Technology applied in various fields such as the funding schemes that encourage the turn  deterred the private sector's
. . o Two causes of slow progress L .
Award Conference was energy sector, environmental protection commercialisation of R&D participation, as the costs involved
held at the Great Hall of and healthcare. achievements. By introducing more There are two reasons for our failure might increase. Subsequently, many of
the People in Beijing on 8 January. The AIE researches have now attracted a interactive  platforms  between  the to capitalise on technological the technological achievements could

Hong Kong scientist Professor lot of attention from the world, with education sector, research and industry, achievements. Firstly, the business sector only remain in the laboratories.
Ben-zhong Tang and his team received China being the leader and pioneer in  a more favourable environment could has long been tunnel-visioning on The people of Hong Kong are
the First Class Prize of the State Natural this field. be achieved. The enhanced research industries that are traditionally — adaptable, innovative, and possess great

Science Award for his

(AIE)
project. Tang is the second Hong Kong

aggregation-induced  emission
scientist to receive this award, with the
first being Professor Chi-ming Che,
Chair of Chemistry at the University of
Hong Kong, who received the same
award back in 2006.

The award-winning AIE project is a
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pioneering concept that has subverted
the of
fluorescent materials. It has also inspired
the

research

traditional ~ understanding

changes in molecular  design,

mechanism and  practical

application of organic light-emitting

R&D could be new economic drive
of

research and development (R&D) results

However, commercialisation
has not been given proper attention in
Hong Kong at the moment. Both the
should

thoroughly review the root causes, start

public and private sectors
strengthening their communication and
cooperation with tertiary institutions,
and step up their efforts in finding
commercial applications in researchers'
theories and technological achievements.

Also, the government should inject

more resources into the innovation and

capability could then be a new drive for

Hong Kong's economic development.
For plenty

technological achievements

of
that

multiple  reasons,

conceived to have "high return". With
their focus resting solely on markets
such as local property, no investments

were made to emerging industries such

entreprencurship. The only barrier in
the process of commercialising R&D
results is its affordability to local SMEs.
Therefore, the government and large

originated from Hong Kong were not
commercialised in the end. For instance,
a research institute in the Hong Kong

Science Park had come up with an

as commercialised R&D.
Secondly,
given enough support and attention to

promoting  the

the government has not

commercialisation  of

enterprises

should focus on the

long-term and boost their investments in
translational R&D  works.

Meanwhile,

the authorities should also allocate more

anti-pilling  technology  for  woollen R&D achievements. Out of fear for resources to set up funds that support
materials and was highly praised by a accusations  of  business-government businesses to commercialise research
visiting state leader years ago. This collusion, the authorities remained outcomes at a lower cost. Successful
groundbreaking technology had shown reluctant and very bureaucratic in commercialisation attempts could then

huge commercial promise, yet for some
reasons it still has not hit the market,

and its equipments are now left in the

providing solid assistance. As a result,

many attempts in commercialising R&D

return

outcomes have been discouraged from

the

government's

share of profit.
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