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in 2015 was three times more than that
in 1999. A research by the Boston

Medical Center found that one in every

government
indicated the number

of opioid prescriptions

12 doctors in America receives benefits
from opioid manufacturers in the form
of money, free travel, free meals, etc.

It also revealed that pharmaceutical
companies spent lots of time and as
many as tens of millions of dollars on
the promotion of opioid, which were far
than that

reflecting

of other addictive
the

professionals' key role on the problem of

more

analgesics, medical

opium addiction.

A variety of benefits given
213  to 2015,  the

pharmaceutical companies paid a total

From

of US $46 million (approximately HK
$360 million) to over 68,000 doctors
through 380,000 transactions in the
names of gratuities or honorarium
payments for speech and consultation.

A study released last year showed that
doctors even prescribed specific drugs to
patients in exchange for free meals. The
US Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) has blamed medical
professionals for prescribing too many
opioids and hence intensifying drug
abuse.

Experts criticized there is currently a
lack

issuing

of well-developed guidelines for

opioid  prescriptions,  and
suggested such guidelines be established
and incorporated into the courses of the
medical, dental and nursing schools.

As Acting Director of the CDC Anne
Schuchat pointed out, a large number

of people have been taking unnecessary

or excessive amounts of opioids. It is
believed that inadequate information on
opioid abuse cases makes it difficult for
the government to effectively mobilize
resources to cope with the problem,
the

condition of the general public and

leading to deteriorating  health
bringing about huge economic burden
in the long run.

Based on the data collected from
more than 59,000 pharmacies across the
country, the CDC found that over two
million people who take opioid are
addicted to the drug. Meanwhile, the
annual expenditure on drug addiction
treatment, healthcare and legal cases of
medical malpractice has exceeded US
$78 billion (approximately HK $610.2
billion).

An ecarly report published by the
Council of Economic Advisers of the
White House indicated that the death

toll of drug overdose in 2015 reached
33,000, and the economic loss caused
by drug addiction was estimated at US
$504 billion (approximately HK $3.9
trillion), equivalent to 2.8% of the gross
domestic product (GDP) of that year.

Death certs do not disclose

all medicines
Many people in the US are in fact

frequent opioid users and relevant
prescriptions in 2015 alone can satisfy
the
American for 3 weeks, said Schuchat.

Christopher Ruhm,

and

daily medication needs of each

a public policy
the
University of Virginia, said the details of

economics  professor  of
medicines were often not specified on
the death certificate for cases of drug

abuse deaths, such that opioid overdose

undercounted. He estimated such deaths
should be 24%, than
reported, and believed that only by

some higher
acquiring the correct figures can the
the

government  formulate relevant
policies effectively.

A spokesperson of the Governor of
Pennsylvania Tom Wolf expressed that
the government is going to set up a
common database to collect data on
drug abuse and treatment.

However, the local association of
medical examiners pointed out that the
family members often refuse to disclose
about the drugs in the
body, added with the

consideration for privacy protection,

to others

decedent's

therefore medical examiners

may not list out all the
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