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The Mid-Autumn festival is when
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million moon cakes. This is something alarming sources. The Environmental Protection

families gather—and produce tons of

on the single night of the festival this year, places

garbage. According to the Leisure

and Cultural Services Department,

managed by the department, including beaches
and parks, received about 55 tonnes of waste, a
little more than the 54.36 tonnes last year.

Hong Kong has seen an increasing awareness
of environmental protection, but waste does not
seem to decrease at prominent celebrations of the
city. To change things, it's important that people
do it, and the government accentuate their
campaign efforts. Not just that, relevant services

should be provided for ease of recycling or reuse,

other news ways.

More action and education needed

The department, during the traditional Chinese
festival associated with the moon and lanterns,
always urge the public to keep places tidy and
amenities neat, banning wax boiling and
Kongming lanterns. But some still found left-over
fluorescent sticks on trees in Yiu On Estate in Ma
On Shan, and tracks in Wu Tip Shan in Fan Ling
covered with wax. Refuse filled some country
barbecue sites, witnesses also reported.

Environmental organizations have released solid

data. In 2013 alone, Hong Kong trashed 1.5

both for the public and the authorities.

The option of government-ngo coorperation is
viable: a system that encourages regifting or
recycling, giving waste a second life. In reality,
many parties have suggested keeping unsold,
ungifted and uneaten moon cakes for charities to
distribute to elderly persons who live alone, and
those in need. The project should radiate. Things
other than moon cakes, for instance lanterns,
which are ever renewed, can be collected, shared,
reused.

Disposal rate record high

Another approach to reducing waste is from the

Department have revealed that the municipal
solid waste disposal rate reached 1.39 kg per
capita in 2015, a ten-year high; meanwhile overall
recovery rate fell to a five-year low 35 per cent.
The numbers do not seem optimistic.

An item's use value depends on personal needs,
and we have seen "bartering” platforms blooming
in the mainland China and overseas countries or
regions. A similar platform driven with a creative
outlook, where, for instance, the public can share
superfluous moon cakes, is not hard to make real.

Such a system will cut waste from the
sources, and edify fellow citizens to make

most of innovative technology.
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