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SONG OF AUTUMN

Li Bai {701—762)

A strip of moon
hangs over Chang'an”,
Amid ten thousand families'

clothes-pounding® sound.

Never can the autumn wind blow it away —

My love for Yu Guan® is profound.
When will the Huns” be defeated?
My husband would then be
homeward-bound.
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(D Capital city in Tang Dynasty. It is now called Xi'an.
@ In ancient times, people washed clothes by pounding them with a wood

club in water.

(3) Border pass in ancient northwestern China, also known as Jade Pass or
Yu Men Guan in Dunhuang County, Gansu Province.

@) Also known as Xiongnu. These were barbarians who made raids on Chi-
nese towns from time to time along the northeast border in ancient times.
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