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SONG OF SPRING

Li Bai (701 — 762)

A maiden called Luo Fu in Qin;
Picks mulberry leaves
by the green water on a mound.
Adorning the green branches
are her fair arms;
Shining in the white sun, her red gown.
"I've to leave to feed the hungry silk-worms:

The five-horse carriage

shouldn't be hanging around."
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1 The former domain of
the ancient kingdom of
Qin (B.C. 221 - B.C.
206). It is now around
the Shaanxi Province.

2 In ancient times, the
chief government
official of a district ( X
5F) used to travel in a
carriage driven by five
horses. Here the poet
hinted that the official
was unwilling to leave
the scene.
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