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Solid waste chargmg should care for grassroots
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The Environment

3

’ Bureau announced in
@ late March the proposed

implementation

arrangements for municipal solid waste
(MSW) charging. In line with equity
and the "polluter pays" principle, the

proposed per-litre charge for
designated garbage bags will be set at
$0.11.

effect as early as the second half of

The charges will come into

2019. MSW charging as a eoconmic
incentive contributes to reducing waste
at source, and therefore is worthy of

public support.
Target: reduce by 40%
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According to the figures released by

the

Department last year,

Environmental Protection
Hong Kong
generated 10,159 tonnes of solid waste
per day in 2015, which amounts to a
daily per capita disposal rate of 1.39
kilograms. MSW has increased by over
80 per cent in the past 30 years, far
outpacing the population growth of 34
per cent in the same period and is
much  higher than that of our
neighbouring cities.

Hong Kong has made the right
decision in following the footsteps of
our neighbours such as Seoul, Taipei,
MSW

charging creates economic incentives

Singapore and Tokyo, for
for the public to reduce solid waste.

Only in this way can we achieve the

waste disposal reduction target of 40
per cent as set out in the Hong Kong:
Blueprint  for  Sustainable Use of
Resources 2013-2022.

The authorities should prepare for
the implementation of MSW charging
in two ways. On the one hand is to
raise public awareness while increasing
the number of recycling facilities. The
ultimate key to reducing waste is to
help our citizens to gradually develop a
habit on separation and recycling of
waste. As the charging scheme will
only be implemented in two years from
now, the government has sufficient
time to step up its efforts in educating
the general public and formulating

supporting measures.
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Meanwhile, substantial amount of
recoverable value are lost as many
recyclable materials are sent to the
landfills due to insufficient recycling
facilities.
the

container ratio from the current 1:14

The government's plan to

raise recycling bin to litter
to 1:6 will definitely help reaching the

waste reduction target.

May stress the elderly

On the other hand, the government
should strictly enforce the law when
the charging scheme comes into effect,
as it is almost inevitable that people
will try to avoid the levy during its
carly stage. The authorities must step

up its efforts in combating illegal
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dumping, especially in old urban areas,
otherwise a few wviolations to the

charging scheme would turn into
public health issues when garbage piles
up in corridors, rear staircases and
public back lanes.

The proposed level of charges would
cost a four-member houschold around
HK $30 to HK $50 a month, which
most households in Hong Kong can
afford. But the story might not be the
same for the grassroots and the senior
citizens in particular. The authorities
should take this into account when
implementing the charging scheme and
the households

through community organisations

in  need

help

and voluntary groups.
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