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Ascending the Phoenix Terrace at Jinling"
Li Bai (701 — 762)

Phoenixes once roamed
on the Phoenix Terrace ground.
They're gone: the Terrace's empty,
the river keeps rolling on unbound.
Solitary paths of the Wu® Palace
lie buried under flowers and weeds;
Aristocrats of Jin® in the ancient mound.
The three peaks”
rise halfway into the blue sky;
The two rivers”
split where the Egret Isle is found.
The sun can be darkened with clouds:

Losing sight of Chang An® makes me feel down.
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(1) Former name of the city of Nanjing.
(2) Both the Wu and Jin Dynasties had their capitals in Nanjing.
(3 A large mountain called "Sam-shan" meaning literally "three peaks" along
the Yangtze River on southwest of the city of Nanjing.
(4) The Qinhuai River meets the Yangtze River in Nanjing where they split
around the Egret Isles.
(5) The capital in Tang Dynasty, it is now the city of Xi'an.
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