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EDB advised to tighten regulations on non=local study courses

=

7
7

BBV BN E JE AR EREE

Hf 5 B A% (The Office
@ of the Ombudsman) 3 A 9 H#
L) EWER AR (e
Education Bureau) ##2ftIE7A

oA SRR R A R A
IRk Z W B Y I 6 SC B BT 4R

(legal means and enforcement guidelines) *
FEAEA RS I SRR R A Te 2 i DL

SR R B A BOR R SR AT HEE
R AT BB R EE L E SN

(misdemeanour) #EAHT > MERZAEAT B B: 4
JiE TR A TEL I AR R S S
TR A G T B BRI - AR B
RAEA AL -

B NFHEMNRE - BF R R R — 4
ZA% > A LB hmad B AR - R S
fiidE ~ —HE T RMIAEAFIEEL (blatant
» PR

(eradicated) ©

incompetence of the government)

B BRI R
EAERFERE

B 3Rt (Lifelong College ) 2015 515%)}:1%
B stk ol > g iEsel > e
R RIUFELAL o H%Fﬁ/\EI Eﬁnﬁﬁ,ﬁ/&%ﬂﬂ
155 (expose) BAEREEFAHEZME

B REERR A & RESRMEE ek
FEARAF 82 BB R SO > 3B 2 i A A AR
BB AR ARERSZ AR - Al 1
ZAiE (remove) FREEEELACHIGENM o

2 h KR f',,_g, ,.-.*-:A

_'-
AL
S
k

LIFELONG COLLEGE ~*

(monitoring procedures) > H |4 f#EA
A o
FRUGE ORI - 46 R R L i =) 25 3R

7 BERAERT o
HREREMSEENE
CHEBEWB) AR (loopholes) - fE
IHHE 4 (in charge) T2 F B2

HWAERT ? A EHEEC 2 > BTE
SRS = AR P HER R AN

‘i
ey

,fff

-

Rl

B R R AR R AR E T
Mo i REHEASMEREITER - BERE

A A 1R B A U TR R AR AT SRR BT
PR FEA A > B ER BT WP PR A B0 T
fE -

1M AR AN T IR B SR A A

s E o R — T 2 (evade
responsibilities) > & & F{RE R > T LB

REFERIRE - SHERZ 2 HIBALE -
HH /R R ~ BT BT IR

HEABEEY
1,100 % 1@ 3k 7 i &R
2RI (LSS
HEZE (RE) &
By » JEARHERIEAKE
BB B E
EERNBERBRER
E—&ERELE > £

HYGEWEL (lethargic) < HBIKFAME  FERAE - AFRSTEREGB M 2358 EHE > EB5Es - B - Halm AR
B R BKA (surprise inspections) FIHES) > BER » #UR N REBMFE - AT REZE Ao (EER/MEBARERTN )
H-HERAM > FRAGGTEREF 0 ( 8% B X EHATFF 10-3-2017 )

EE The Office of the own shortcomings in handling the issue, current regulatory mechanism.

released a
March,
Education

@ Ombudsman

report on 9

slamming the

the Bureau decided to shirk blame and
adds fuel to the already raging flames
with

cover-ups. This is  blatant

Although new conditions of registration
were added during the Ombudsman's

investigation. Such conditions were not

scandal  fell

involved.

the finishing touch to the whole drama

by shirking blames, saying that the

jurisdiction since criminal offenses are
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outside the Bureau's

public most.

some of the questions that concern the

Being responsible for overseeing the

education system of Hong Kong, it is
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Bureau (EDB) for its failure to monitor

non-local  degree and not

courses,

having enough legal means and
enforcement guidelines to deregister
providers of fraudulent degrees.
Although  the
scandal might involve criminal offenses,
the EDB could still have done better as

a supervisory body. For instance, the

Lifelong  College

authorities should have prevented such
misdemeanour by means of regular or
surprise  inspections, not producing
remedies when things go out of control.

However, instead of reviewing its

incompetence of the government and
such bureaucratic cultures must be
eradicated.

College offense exposed loopholes

In 2015,
Lifelong College might have forged
backdated the

registration of some students to enable

the media exposed that
documents or

the premature awarding of academic
Today, it is the

qualifications.

Ombudsman's turn to expose the
various inadequacies of the EDB.

First of all is the glaring defect in the

imposed on already registered courses.
Also, the lack of necessary legal means
have put the Burecau into a weird
position, where it cannot remove a
course from the registry once it is
registered.

Second, civil servants are lethargic
and the government bureaucratic. The
law had given power to the EDB to
initiate surprise inspections on this kind
of mnon-local educational institutions.
Yet, the Bureau failed to utilise such
power and it did not devised any

monitoring procedures. Officials added

Seriousness of problems underrated
As the burcau in charge, why did the

EDB not initiate amendments to the
Higher
(Regulation)

Non-local and  Professional

Education Ordinance
when there are noticeable loopholes? It
has been over a year since the Lifelong
College scandal, why would the review
be delayed untl the third quarter of
20177 Would the Bureau have taken
any action at all had it not been for the

Ombudsman's investigation? These are

only natural for the general public to
have high expectation on the EDB.

it has demonstrated its
failed  to

However,
bureaucratic  incapacity,
acknowledge regulatory loopholes and
not assess  the

could accurately

seriousness of the problems it faced.
The

responsibilities and improvements also

Bureau's tendency to evade
call for serious attention. It must fully

review the current regulatory
identify all

potential issues, disclose to the

mechanisms,

public and fix them.
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