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Regula on revamp for storage houses should meet no delay
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measures in wake of the deadly Ngau
Tau Kok four-alarm blaze last June.
The

Association

Hong  Kong  Mini-Storages

said during a  press
conference in February that it has hired
consultants to  come up  with
alternatives, as there are difficulties to
comply with some of the requirements.

Even though the industry is entitled to

the Buildings Department had made a
list of 885 mini-storage facilities across
the city and issued 2,410 fire hazard
abatement notices to 423 operators, of
which only 116 has been complied
with.

Operators who fail to comply before
deadlines could face a penalty of up to
HKD 100,000, and in any case, to a

but we have already learnt the hard
way — safeguarding and protecting life
and property should be reason enough
for the
concessions on this matter.

authorities to not make

Second, the authorities must set a
timetable for the regulatory crackdown
safety

further delay.

on fire compliance  without

Consultation not an excuse

Given the variety in the nature of
industrial building tenants, the review
on fire safety standards could be carried
out in phases according to the tenants'
business  sector.

respective Any

across-the-board ~ regulations  would

complicate  the situation, as the
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he Fire Services . proposed by the industry, provided that the government for not consulting the and priorities sometimes conflict. More
Department has  issued Near half pOtentla”y dangerOUS the two principles are met. industry and the public, and for having oftenp than not, some of these
@ guidance notes to the The four-alarm fire that claimed the First and foremost, fire safety above double standards as it only warned stakeholders would leave the
self-storage industry lives of two firefighters had left the all else. It is natural that the industry mini-storage facilities about fire safety negotiation table unhappily. How do
demanding  better  fire  prevention public deeply saddened. The FSD and resists changes due to cost concerns, compliance. we define whether the "duty to consult"

has been met or not?

It has already been eight months
since the Ngau Tau Kok mini-storage
blaze, yet many of the fire threats that
The
authorities should step up their efforts

it exposed are still out there.

in enforcing fire regulations, and
offenders. A

licensing system for the sector should

heavily penalise the

its opinions, Association chairman Peter
Hung Kai-kei concedes that business

interests should not override public

safety.

during which the offence continues.

mind on the alternative

further fine of $10,000 for each day

The authorities should keep an open
solutions

"Duty to consult"
expedient  for  delaying

courses of action in recent years.

has become an
necessary
For
instance, the Association has slammed

authorities
different sectors simultaneously.

Almost
different stakeholders,

would have to consult

all issues would involve

whose interests

so as to lower the risk

also be set up as soon as possible,

of fire

hazards and safeguard the
interest of citizens.
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